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Preface

During the planning of our last book, The World War I Tommy, it
became clear that to attempt to include the tropical uniforms worn in
the Mediterranean and Far Eastern theatres would severely reduce the
variety of items that could be illustrated. Consequently we decided w0
limit that volume to uniforms produced for wear in Europe and simi-
lar temperate climates; and began planning this separate companion
VDI“ITI{,', A‘ ﬁrs( we ﬁ)rcsﬂ“’ ﬁludi()'hawd ph()tograph‘\' cﬂhanc(’d h_\' a
few location shoots for ‘atmosphere’; but as the project progressed we
warmed to the challenge of producing a book based wholly on location
shoots, recreating the deserts of North Africa and the jungles of the Far
East as realistically as practically possible. A number of the photo
shoots took place on locations in the Mediterranean, Middle East and
Far East - a bonus normally far beyond the budger of such a work, but
made possible by the travel associated with my military service. We
hope that these settings add something to the realism of the photo-
graphic reconstructions. Both Richard Ingram and I have been fortu-
nate enough to visit many of the theatres of war covered by our work,
and to experience to some degree the climates, discomforts and prob-
lems associated with jungle and desert warfare.

The uniforms used in Europe offer a wide variety of different
items for study; Khaki Drill and Jungle Green present a large number
of variants, rather than wide variety. Consequently we decided to
include in this volume the Royal Air Force and, to a much lesser extent,
the Royal Navy, both of which used a number of standard Army part-
tern KD and JG uniform items, particularly as the war progressed.
As with our previous works all of the principal items illustrated are
original and date from the period portrayed.

Martin J. Brayley
Hampshire
March 2000
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Foreword

v first impressions of the khaki drill uniforms of the British
I \ / I Army were gained as a small boy in Cairo in 1938-39. The
verandah of the tenement married quarters where [ lived
overlooked the main barrack square of the lst Baralion, Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers. On ceremonial occasions the sound of their
band and drums striking up brought us children rushing ro our grand-
stand railings to watch in awe the ranks of fusiliers resplendent in KD
service dress, brass buttons glistening, bayonets flashing, and the red
and white hackles in their topees fluttering as they marched in the bril-
liant sunshine. I made up my mind there and then to be a soldier.

The RNF presented quite a different appearance when they raced
off ro the Egyptian/Libyan frontier in response to the sabre-rautling of
Mussolini’s Italians. As a machine gun bartalion they drove away in a
convoy of “15-hundredweight’ lorries, dressed in shirtsleeves and KD
shorts (sometimes at such short notice that the cooks were still in their
kitchen whites). To a child’s eyes they looked more as if they were off
to play a game of football than to fight: the next year they were fight-
ing, and none the less bravely for having to do so in shorr trousers.

Twelve years after these stirring events | enlisted, and by 1953 1
was a 19-year-old corporal ‘commanding’ a rifle section in the 1st
Bartalion, Royal Hampshire Regiment. Under orders for Malava, we
were issued with jungle green uniform and equipment (including
shorts) at a barracks in England. My comrades and [ sorted the jumble
of items, identifying each garment, wallet and strap, until we were left
with several green cloth waist belts each with a ‘rat trap’ buckle. None
of us could figure out their use, neither the old soldiers nor the brainy
types that National Service was drawing into the Army ar that time.
The belts fitted nothing;: but, having signed for them, we carried them
to the Far East - and eventually we carried them back again, handing
them in on demobilisation still unaware of their purpose. Years later |
discovered by chance that they were intended to be worn with one of
the World War 11 patterns of bush jacket. Apparently, when this item
had been struck from the scales of clothing for the Far East its separate
belr had been overlooked, and continued to be issued for several years
thereafter to no purpose at all.

We soon found the 1950 pattern jungle green uniform to be a
most impractical form of dress, fitted neither for active service nor
parade use. The bush jacker was a design abortion, requiring the skirt
pockets and attached belt to be curt off and the pleats across the back
1o be opened before it could be worn with comfort. The trousers had a
large metal buckle at each side of the waist which rubbed the hip bones
raw when equipment was worn. Luckily, large quantities of World War
Il jungle green uniforms of the types and patterns depicted in this book
became available to us in Malaya, and from these a more practical,
durable and comfortable uniform was found. In the Middle East o,
as late as 1957 KD of wartime vintage was still on issue, much of which
also proved to be more practical than the equivalent 1950 pattern.

Tropical uniforms needed to be laundered, frequendy: and in bar-
racks and camps this was done by those unsung heroes, the dhobi-
wallabs. Like Kiplings Gunga Din, they were frequently abused and
grudgingly paid; but in centuries of service they never failed o provide
clean, often starched and pressed uniforms without the benefit of piped
water, electricity or machinery. Their contribution to the health,
morale and smartness of the British Army in the East is inestimable.
No book on khaki drill and jungle green should fail to acknowledge the
dhobi.

Although my service did not start undl 1952, | have worn many
of the patterns of uniform depicted in this book on active service in the
Far East and Middle East. It is therefore a special privilege and a plea-
sure to write a foreword to a book which covers in such a splendid
manner the tropical garb of the workaday soldiers of the 1939-45 War.
The khaki drill and jungle green uniforms shown here may compare
poorly to the red coats of British soldiers of former times; but it should
never be forgotten that to the men who wore these drab and shabby
garments in action they were the uniform of their King - and often the
shrouds in which they were buried.

Martin Brayley and Richard Ingram are to be congratulated on
this sequel to their The World War [T Tommy. Both books provide a
valuable source of reference, are obviously the result of years of effort,
and are surely destined to become standard works of reference for the
uniforms of the British soldier of 1939-45.

Mike Chappell




Introduction

y the 1890s the scarlet wool serge uniform that had typified the
Victorian soldier had given way, in tropical climates, to a light-
weight, dusty-coloured uniform which both provided a mea-
sure of camouflage and was considerably more comfortable. The word
khaki originated in India from the Urdu khak, meaning ‘dust’. The
uniform was made from a ‘drilled’ cotton fabric, giving rise to the term
*khaki drill" or *KD'. Although khaki uniforms had seen limited and
local use long before (as early as 1848), it was only from 1885 in the

aftermath of the Second Afghan War that KD became standard for all

a. From 1896 this dress became standard

regiments stationed in Ind
issue in all hot climates throughourt the British Empire.
The khaki d

infantry in the Sudan and in India differed only in derail from that

service dress (KD SD) issued to Queen Vicroria's

worn half a century later. The most noriceable modification was the
addition of a stand-and-fall collar from the early 1900s, replacing a
plain stand collar. Pocket flaps were either pointed, scalloped or

straight; photographs indicate that all were worn concurrently, the ear-

liest style being the pointed shape and straight flaps becoming domi-
nant after World War I. U

o C[lll‘.l(k:llj(]ll. .'l['li.{ .ll.\U in lhl_‘ various EUC-I! ions \\'ER‘I\' IrUU})) WEre sta-

forms were made in the UK for issue prior

tioned. Although uniforms were made to sealed patterns, procurement
practices were such that differences in detail did occur, particularly in
clothing purchased under local contract in foreign stations. To further
add to the range of manufacturers’ minor variations encountered, some
soldiers had their own uniforms made up by tailors in the local bazaars.
These were subject to the whims of the individual, many bending the
dress regulations by adding refinements such as skirt pockets - a com-
mon practice amongst senior NCO ranks.

Following the universal issue of KD shorts and shirts in the mid-
1930s the old KD SD tunic and trousers gradually fell into disuse; issue
officially ceased in 1941, although available stocks were to be used up

for some time thereafter. The new shirts were manufacrured from an

open weave ‘aertex’ fabric which offered both good ventilation and pro-
tection from the sun; the shorts, in various patterns, continued to be
made in close-weave cotton drill. A slightly more formal KD uniform

.Ipp(_'.irl_‘ti in '[E'IL‘ t‘()(l“ l)f I('Il'lg Liri“ trouscrs .1[11.{ fl)lilil'-ll(li_'kt'l b'll.\h .\hirt

(‘bush jacker for officers); these appeared in a number of variations of

cut and material.

The outbreak of war in the Far East in December 1941 found the
British and Commonwealth garrisons dressed in KD. The shorts
exposed the legs to injury and dangerous insect bites; and although
pm(li(d] muugh when immobile in the d.lpp]ud shade of prim.lr_\' jun-
gle, the colour was conspicuous during movement against a back-
ground of dark vegetation. The immediate stopgap solution adopted in
1942 was the bulk dying of all items ro a dark green colour, and the
issue of similarly dyed KD trousers and Indian-made dark green or
brown woollen shirts. The Indian Army went further, producing from
1943 a jungle green (']G’) version of the British wool battledress, con-
sisting of an aertex BD blouse and cotron drill trousers; these were also
issued in light khaki for dryer non-jungle terrain.

Although the demands of the war in Europe had always enjoyed
priority, the shortcomings of the Indian JG BD and other items in use
had not gone unnoticed in Britain. A whole new range of equipment
was designed specifically for jungle operations, including a new rifle,
clothing and web equipment and a full range of ancillary items.

Production began in earnest in late 1944; it was intended thar the new

equipment be issued initially to units in the UK preparing to go to the

Far E:

t, with units already in theatre being kitted our as production
volume allowed. 5 Parachute Brigade were issued the new equipment
prior to leaving the UK, arriving in theatre on 7 August, just a few days
before the Japanese surrender.

Ironically, the new 44 pattern web equipment set and the No.5
‘jungle carbine’ were used in Europe some months before their arrival
in the Far East. They were issued to members of the st Airborne
Division who were also preparing for the move to Malaya; however, the
fall of Germany presented a need for additional manpower to take the
surrender and police the liberated territories. On 11 May 1945 British
Airborne troops arrived in Oslo, Norway, wearing battledress, Denison
smocks, red berets and the new 44 pattern web set, and carrying the

jungle carbine - the first large scale use of the new jungle equipment.

India, 1939
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Officer,
North-West
Frontier,
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field caps

the German Afrika Korps a couple
of years later had red linings.)

This officers private purchase

o i r
Indian-made woollen shi

a removable, button-on spin
For generations it .

not mer ing bur acrually

) : N
J".'srn"rl."r'g e spine against the sun

was essential to prevent hearstrok

,fr‘u'!’.’ tance, the neck curtains issued

for h sun helmers in the

-

Sudan campaign of 1898 were of

heavy ﬂ:m‘!‘!:'ﬂ' construction. The

wutility of such items seems implansi-
ble to modern eyes, but was unques-

tioned in the British Army of the

mrerwar years.




Gibraltar, 1939:
KD Service Dress

A group of servicemen of the
Gibraltar garrison take time out to
record an off-duty moment outside
the entrance to the naval barracks.

The cut of the KD SD tunic
was similar to that of the 1902 pat-
tern serge service dress but without
lower pockets, without the reinforced
rifle patches’ at the shoulder, and
with a pointed false cuff added. The
five buttons fastening the front were
of an intermediate size as used on the
pocket flaps of serge SD, officially
described as small 24-34 lines. The
KD trousers were originally identical
in cut and style to the wool serge SD
trousers issued as part of the pattern
1902 uniform, having a raised rear
waist and angled lower cuffi. Khaki
drill uniforms were originally pro-
vided on a scale of three tunics and
three pairs of trousers per man.

Following the universal issue of

KD shorts and tropical shires in the

mid-1930s part of the allocation of

KD service dress was replaced by
these new items. The shirts and
shorts were better suited to tropical
use than the old KD 5D, which

became a parade and walking-out
dress. Its use gradually declined, with
issue officially ceasing in 1941,
although available stocks were to be
used up and the uniform remained
in limited use for some time there-
after. The loss of the long trousers
[from the service dress led to the intro-
duction of KD working trousers of a
fudller and more comfortable cut than
the old SD trowsers - as illustrated
here.

(Right) Detail of the label found on
Army KD trousers, inexplicably
showing the shade as ‘No.2 (Green) '
Since the colour is a distinct tan
shade, and the label describes the
item as Khaki Drill, how green’ gor

into the equation is not known. This

is only one of many examples of

manufacturers’ labels in service
do.rb.r'ng &ari::g .r.’pp(rrrr:r{'r contra-
dictory descriptions.

(Right) The label from a late pro-
duction tunic, again showing the
shade as green’, and also noting that
the tunic was for Other Ranks except
Scottish regiments. The latter wore a
tunic with the distinctive cut-away
doubler’ front. Royal Marines cloth-
ing bore no labels, having only an
ink stamp bearing ‘inspected’ fol-
lowed by the date in six figures, day,
month and year - e.g. ‘06-11-38"

» A
“KHAKI DRILL TROUSER
No. 2 (Green,)

COMTRACT NO. 2iciis8s

i Slze No. 5
it it Sing to 5. ol
Waist 31ins. 1o 320
Bresch 3T1ims. to 381as.
}

Lewdnn

X
Mo. 2 (Creen) 0.R.
Exoept Scottish Regiment:

SIZE No. 5

pight 5ft. 5ins. to 5ft. 6i
36 ins. to 37 i
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\/ g
BEVERLEY DRESSES LTD.

(Above) A private of the Royal
Engineers wearing standard Army
KD service dress for walking-out,
with the khaki wool field service cap.
While waistbelts are worn, ne
anklets or puttees were normally
used with khaki drill. The Sapper
and his ‘Bootneck’ pal both carry
walking-out canes; this optional off-
duty item, frequently adorned with
a regimental crest, was very popular
with British regular soldiers before
Vorld War I1.

(Top right) The Army KD tunic
had a stand-and-fall collar adorned
with regimental or corps collar
badges normally referred to as ‘collar
dogs. These were normally worn
upright, placed with 2ins from the
centre of the badge to the end of the
collar; however, the Royal Artillery
and Royal Engineers wore their
flaming grenade device at an angle
of 45°. Brass titles were worn at the
base of the epaulette.

(Above right) Detail of the plain
stand or ‘mandarin’ collar and the
epanlette of the RM khaki drill ser-
vice tunic. The collar bore no
insignia; brass ‘RM' titles were worn
at the base of the epaulette, and all
buttons bore the anchor and laurel
wreath with the wording ‘Royal
Marines. Along with khaki shorts
and aertex shirt the Marines' KD
SD was listed as a tropical landing
party uniform for Royal Navy rat-
ings - a decidedly impractical outfit
for such operations.

(Right) The cut of the Royal
Marines KD uniform varied from
Army KD in detail, the most obvious
features being the difference in collar
styles and the plain cuff. This ‘Royal’
has chosen to wear the white-topped
SD cap worn in tropical stations,
bearing the Corps’ brass globe and
laurel badge.




Royal Air Force KD

Service Dress
Both British naval and air power
guarded the entrance 1o the
Mediterranean from their bases
around the Rock of Gibraltar.
Dressed in the Royal Air Force ver-
sion of khaki drill service dress, an
off-duty RAF corporal ‘steps out.
Early in the war this jumior NCO
still carries a walking-out cane as a
mark of distinction and for added
panache. His tunic and straight-leg
service dress trousers are of relatively
recent introduction. In 1936 the
RAF introduced the wearing of the
collar and tie for all ranks, thus
requiring home service and tropical
tunics to have open collars. The inte-
gral cloth waist belt was a further
feature of RAF service dress, which
on the tropical version was stitched
to the tunic across the small of the
back. The pale blue shire and black
tie, like the (alio recently introduced)
blue field service cap, are all as
would be worn with the blue wool
service dress uniform in the UK.
The white corton tropical uni-
form of the Royal Navy rating, with
its white-topped cap and white can-
vas shoes, can be seen in the back-
ground. Unlike that worn with the
blue serge uniform, the sailor’s
striped blue jean ‘Nelson' collar is a
part of the seaman’s white tropical
Jersey, and not a separate item.

(Right) Detail of the tropical version
of the RAF Other Ranks' sleeve eagle,
in red (faded here) on khaki drill.
The corporal’s stripes worn with KD
uniform are of the same formar as
those of Army NCOs, in white her-
ringbone on khaki backing, rather
than in RAF blues. The use of such
insignia is probably a i i

of the practice in 1918-20 when the
newly formed Royal Air Force
remained in khaki uniforms. The

more stylised eagle insignia on this
particular tunic may be accounted
Sfor by the fact that this example was
manufactured for the Air Ministry
in what was then the British protec-
torate of Palestine. Interestingly,
unlike the insignia on Army KD
uniforms, these are stitched down

rather than being detachable.

(Left) Detail of RAF Other Ranks'
KD service dress tunic. The stan-
dard brass RAF crown and eagle
buttons and the buckle of the belt
are detachable. The blue cotton
Other Ranks' shirt is half-fronted
and has a detachable collar. This
particular collar, of earlier manu-
facture, has an additional two loops
under the outer collar points which
fasten to the stud under the knot of
the tie to hold them neatl in posi-
ton.




Middle East, 1939:
Officers’ KD

Service Dress
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(Above) This RAPC colonel wears a
private purchase half-fronted shirt
tailored in a lightweight cellular
fabric, the added pockers making it
appear similar to the Other Ranks'
shirt. Undoubredly designed as an
outer garment to be worn open ar
the throat, it has a convertible collar
which also allows for the use of a tie
if required - i.e. it can also be worn

under a tunic.

¥

(Right) The small style of gorget
patch shown here was worn when in
shirt sleeve order. From 9 November
1940 they were also authorised for
wear on the collar of the bastledress
blouse (ACI 1366).

India, 1940:
Scottish KD Tunic

The Christmas of 1940
the |

1 to be

£ respite for men serving in the

East; the following year things

(s

! to be very different. This jock
from the lst Bartalion, Seaforth
Highlanders, stationed in Malaya,
has been fortunate enough to get
station leave in Bombay - a
favourite RER  destination  for
troops serving in India and .‘«Lf.l'::_]'d.

He wears the regimental glen-
garry with diced band, a kile in
Mackenzie tartan, and a bazaar-

made KD tunic with cut-

donbles” frone as worn by S
regiments. The tunic has removable
epanlertes, rounded lower pockets,
and plain  composition  buttons

rather than the bras Gen

ice pattern normally seen. It is
hed off
, superseded by the 37 partern by

with an 08 pattern web

this date but still ro be seen in use by
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The use of the kilt had been

wred incompatible with modern

fare and its

in 1939 in favour of bartledress, or
in trapical areas the prescribed uni-

form of khaki drill tunic and

rrousers. It was

retained for use by
the pipes and drums; and n_fffn'r.-‘

and men already in possession of

ere allowed to continue wear-

vem until such time as they

which

me unserviceable,

point they would not be replaced,

v was the national pride in the
at officers and warrant officers
of previously kilted regiments con-

LI

ed to ‘PH?'("J':?S(‘ and wear IJ':'('

-'l’?-’-'f‘l'l f'ITJ'l‘f,’n‘rl."l{l}' »'J'l'l' ,"]J’MI‘_J'
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Conncrl

greed to officers and war-

officers being allowed o pur-
e Other Ranks' kilts previously

held in storage. No provision was
wade for replenishment of this stock
nce depleted, and the acquisition of
¢ kile was deemed optional under

Irmy orders - although at regimen-

level its purchase was probably

ot @ marter of choice.
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Crete, 1941:
Tropical Shirt &
KD Shorts

Royal
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(Below) The double buckle and
strap arrangement common o most
period variants of issue KD shorts.
The buckles might be either pronged
or prongless, the latter worn here -
they rely on friction to retain the
strap. Note the second Jpattern dou-
ble-pleated field dressing pocket at
front r.'g.l"lr of these shorts. This pe
as  adopted mid-fune 1940,

although there was quite a degree of

manufacturing overlap with the

first pattern, which was single-

pleated and bustonless.

Syria, 1941:
Mounted Troops’
Tropical Dress
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Western Desert,
1941

The “Western Desert’ straddled the
frontier between British-occupied
Egypr and Iralian-occupied Libya.
Much of the North African fighting
rook place here, starting with General
O'Connor’s extraordinary rout of ten
Tralian divisions in December 1940-
February 1941 although outnum-
bered five to one.

With few major ground fea-
tures, even small rises in ground level
were named hills' and used for navi-
gation. Cover was generally restricted
10 ‘dead ground’, the occasional wadi
(dry river bed) and man-made fea-
tures, Vegetation was almost non-exis-
tent away from the limited water
sources. The ground varied from soft
sand to gravelly stome desert. The
extrentes of terrain presented problems
for movement off designated routes,
although with care the swrface was
generally ‘motorable’ and obstacles
could normally be outflanked.

The heat could affect personnel
and equipment badly if precautions
were not taken. Sunburn, dehydra-
tion and heat exhaustion were con-
stant threats. Provided that the body
was covered with loose, lightweight
clothing, the head was shielded, and
sufficient fluid and salt were con-
sumed, it was easily possible to survive
the extremes of heat. Venomous
snakes, spidrr; and scorpions caused a
number of casualties; and the count-
less millions of intrusive flies were a

continual torment.

(Above) Two men of the Rayal
Artillery trudge through the sand
with yet another box of munitions.
Dressed in FS caps, KD shorts,
woollen hosetops, short purtees and
boots, they also wear a peculiar dress
anomaly - the blue jean collar nor-
mally worn by Reyal Navy ratings in
Square rig. There is solid ev idence for
the issue of this collar to some troops to
protect the shoulders from the sun
while keeping the hard-working gun-
ner cooler and less restricted than he
would be if wearing a shirt.

(Right) ‘Never ask a man in the

desert where he is going with a shov-

el This RA sergeant has a privat /
purchased NCO wristlet made in KD
fabric rather than the issue leather

equivalent, with his brass badge of
rank mounted upon it. A khaki
handkerchief is tucked under his

cap to protect his neck. He wanders
off behind the privacy of a sand dune
dressed otherwise only in Indian-
made cotton KD drawers. Fastened
with two gunmetal buttons, they have
an open f{;. and fvrrp;‘ at the waist-
band through which the tabs of
trowuser braces can be passed when
they are when worn under trousers.
For such troops as artillery in the
remoteness of the desert extremes of
uneress were not wnknown even in
action. In his memoirs former
Gunner Spike Milligan recalls seeing
d gun crew serving their rd\(‘d‘{-'(m l'l'ld(!
only in steel helmets and boots.

Libya) 1 942:

‘Bombay Bloomers’

e arrival in Tripoli of General
Rommels Deutsches Afrika Korps
from February 1941 heralded a see-
awing 18-month campaign, as the
DAK and British 8th Army forced
ime another back and forth along the
narrow coastal strip of North Africa
between Egypr and Tripolitania.
Here a private from the 5ist
Highland Dii
if @ Morris 15-hundredweight lorry
luring one of these episodes of swan-
g up and down the blue. The
35t were known to other formations
as the ‘Highland Decorators' from

eir habit of emblazoning their
HD" divisional insignia on any

iwailable surface.

sion rides in the cab

This soldier sports the standard aer-
tex shirt and a pair of the Indian-
produced KD shorts with full turn-
ups which were nicknamed ‘Bombay
bloomers' - worn here with their
turn-ups folded down. The design
was intended both to protect against
the severe drop in temperature after
nightfall often encountered in tropi-
cal climares; and to cover exposed
skin from the bite of mosquitoes car-
rying malaria - hence the drawstring
ar the bottom of the leg. By 1942
such shorts were considered dated in
the desert theatre, and many
‘Bombays were modified by having
the turn-ups removed.

(Right) The shorts worn turned
down to the ankle with drawstring
pulled tight. These early pattern
British web anklets have brass ends
to the fastening straps; they have no
interior reinforcing leather patches
ar the front and rear.

The issue of mixtures of

Commonwealth-produced uniform
items defied the boundaries of
nationality in the Mediterranean
theatre. Troops embarking from the
UK would be issued with a fill set of
British-manufactured tropical uni-
Sform. However, other countries such
as India and South Afvica were pre-
pared 1o expand their production of
war materials in order to offer max-
imum assistance to the ‘mother coun-
try, where production of every kind
was subject to strict priorities. Given
the great danger faced by ships enter-
ing the ‘Med' via Gibraltar and
running the gauntlet of Axis sub-
marine and air attack all the way ro
the British base areas in Egypr, and
given the time that shipping tonnage
was tied up ‘!’.1' carrying materiel
from the UK to the Middle East via
the Cape, it was much easier to ship
resupply stocks directly from other
Commonwealth countries via the
Indian Ocean and the British-con-
trolled Suez Canal.
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Malta, 1942: Royal
Navy Landing
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Western Desert, 1942:

Bayonets fixed, British 8th Army
.r'iy‘.'mnj advance under enemy ﬁn’.
The vast apen expanses a_,f' North
Africa proved ideal terrain for tanks,
bur were much less attractive to
infantry, who had lirde cover from
enenmy small arms or the devastating
effects of mortar and shellfire once
they left their slit trenches to
advance. ‘Digging in’ was offen very
difficule, with rock just beneath the
sand; and the stony terrain alo
increased the (fr.rff{:' ﬁ.rfgmmhmou
from artillary and mortar bursts,
These men echo the popular
image o_,f' the ryp:’mr’ 8th Army
infantryman, wearing aertex shirts,

KD with Battle Order

KD shorts, woollen hosetaps with
web anklets or short purtees, and
hobnailed ‘ammunition  boots.
Their equipment consists of the
sand-painted Mk 11 steel helmer, 37
pattern web equipment in ‘bartle
order, Mk V respirator haversack,
bayonet No.1 Mk [ (1907 partern),
and the SMLE Mk Il rifle with
magazine cut-off device. The soldier
in the ngb.r rear sporting a bright
green flrlm'.lr an his r‘:';"m'rr!!m' Is wear-
ing an Indian-made Mk V haver-
sack which has been modified o Mk
VI standard by the addition of.rm
external pocket in a mismatched

shade of fabric.

(Above) The dusty conditions
played havoe with the tight toler-
ances of the working parts of all
weapons; a little grie in the chamber
could prevent the loading of a round
or the bolt closing. Frequent clean-
ing was essential; and the intrusion
of grit was reduced by the use of a
breech cover when the weapon was
not in wie - where purpose-made
breech covers were not available rags
or old puttees were often substituted.
The SMLE rifle has a small loop in
[front of the magazine; originally for
the attachment of a magazine reten-
tion chain on early rifles, it was fre-
quently used to secure the breech

cover
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were worn on the shoulders of both teardrop-s
BD and KD wni|

sitieed ¢

n Army form.

national 1 with

SD cap are gogele

ped lenses and |

He wears the sides, tsined in a brou

comforter, d carboard box.
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Bren Gun Position

.lrJ.'u'.rJ;g ]
position known as the Cawldron’ in
the Gazala Line battles of May-June
1942, an infanery section of the
Northumberland Fusiliers prepare to
The Bren gun

group, consisting of a lance-corporal

more ont from ¢

and two gunners, will provi i
! g il

good base of fire for the manoeu-

ing of the

! t=-man rifle group
led by the corporal section leader.
Here the

y

while the No.2 brings up the rear

gun is carried by the No. 1,

with the guni aprional ripod mouns

i ed on his back. The la

corporal and members of the rifle

FTY extrad magazines i Hlle'n'?'

group

pouches or, on occasion, n meral

boxes hold

The Bren tripod wused in the
ined f

(13.6kg): &

role weighed 300bs

up it conld be

carried by fitting two rifle slings to

slots in the traversing arc and Ds on
the main A-shaped frame. Here it is
collapsed for carriage; the legs are

[folded, with anti-aircraft leg exten-

sions stored n the main A

-frame,

g slide

and the clamped

(47

g arc. The

m [."I':h'{' on the travers

standard tripod ‘mounting pivot

rJ‘Jlf}lfﬂ. ar |’||r"fI |’r’;‘ I""|f I,".,‘.
! with the No.25 hel-
met; the AA mounting socket is fit-
ted to the front leg extension visible

The AA two-sec-

(ground)’ is

A-frame

Just below his bel
tion leg stored within the A-frame

ro

fitted a bayonet-type carch n

the moun

g pivot (ground) when

used in the anti-air-

the tripod w:

craft role. If the leg sections were lost
or damaged the bayoner lug of the

SMLE  rifle
7

oo f
ng a rifle to be used as an

fr

ted the carch,

enael

emergen




(Above) Defending a prepared posi-
tion, the Bren group have mounted
the gun on the tripod in its sustained
ﬁﬂ’ 70!!.

(Left) The water bostle Mk VI held
fwo pints. Water was the most pre-
cious single commodity in North
Africa; it was often unavailable in
sufficient quantities, and its absence
meant certain death. Troops were
sometimes forced to survive on as lit-
tle as one pint per man per day; two
pints daily was essentially the mini-
mum to ensure survival, and consid-
erably more was required to keep
men healthy and fit - a hard-werk-
ing soldier could get through as
much as three gallons of drinking
water daily. Regulations su iggested an
average of one gallon per man as suf-
ficient for daily drinking and cook-
ing purposes, this figure rising to five
gallons in standing camps, and 15
gallons if bathing facilities were alio
provided. These figures give some
idea of the logistical problems of sup-
plying tens of thousands of men with
sufficient water alone.

(Opposite top & bortom) ‘Stand
down’: taking the opportunity for
some well-earned rest, the team relax
at their post. Mounting the Bren on
the tripod in its ground role enabled
it to be fired ‘on fixed lines - defen-
sive fire at previously selected targets
using fixed points of elevation and
traverse. Once set up during daylight
the weapon could fire ar recorded
targets through smoke, dust or under

cover of darkness with some degree of

accuracy. A second gun was normal-
by wsed to provide enfilade fire: the
arc of traverse was limited to 42 in
marked % increments. The fixing
points for the two rifle slings used for
carriage are evident here; the Bren
sling has been removed, to prevent
snagging during a traverse, and lies
next to the tripod. In an emergency
the gun could easily be dismounted
and wused on its integral bipod,
which was folded forward when the
tripod was employed. Note the for-
ward fixing on the ‘mounting pivet
(ground)’, and the burt fixed to the
elevating gear. Also visible is the bay-
onet-type catch wsed for mounting
the AA leg. The large green-painted
metal box held 12 lpaded magazines,
each of 30 rounds.




Western Desert,
1942: Tank Overalls

The 8th Army was

armour Peavy:

gUN  SCreens

area of o
even the re
was scarred by dee
watercourses or wadis.
_-rl{a-ru'r."r'r.u.l commander of 3rd or 5th
Tank Regiment,

a fe

ure  during

Mspridge batile

af May-June

1942, it may offer either protective

cover or a ng obstacle.

He

Royal Armoured Corps beret and an

d in the black

s dres

. 3
Indian-made private purchase one-
t in KD corton. It

short sleeves, two breast poc kets

prece overall
Jpece eral

b

and rwo thigh pockets wi

tively, scalloped and pointed

The major has cur a piece of

mesh des

a neck scarf; a veteran campaigner,

he has acquired a pair of German

rvice binoculars, German optical

eing miuch admired.

7' r i I
s Bis p,;r.l'l;{;' of rank on the ye

acki

ng of the Royal Armoured

. b ]
rps; press studs show where he has

removed hi
38in Enfield revolver 1 ed ina
modified tank crew F
short suspension sirap, ‘blancoed” in

the yellow shade used in the ropics;

this example is of Indian manufac-

ture and an additional leather

tab at the end of its closing strap.
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(Right) On the sand-coloured back-
ground his helmet has been painted

with an irregular camouflage pat-
tern suggestive of the freestone walls
of which many structures on the
island are built; this particular
camouflage - also used on vehicles -
was distinctive to Malta during the
siege period.
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Malta, 1942

(Left & below) From antwomn 1940
until late 1942 the strategically
important Mediterranean island of
Malra, with its British naval base
and airfields, held out doggedly
against a comtinwal Axis air
onslaught. For two years every neces-
sity was d(prr:r."g'ur on conveys _ﬁgb.r—
ing their way through a German
and Italian aiv, naval and sub-
marine blockade, ar heavy cost in
ships and lives. Eventually the tide
turned, and RAF units from Malta
were able to ravage the Axis sea lanes
in their turn, To mark the heroism
of the civilian population during the
long siege Malta was - uniquely -
awarded a collecrive George Cross,
An integral part of this defence
were the men of the Royal Artillery
Anti-Aircraft regiments who - at
first with very limited fighter sup-
port - took on the enemy air armada
seeking to pound them into submis-
sion. Here an artillery sporter heads

ﬁ’H’ fr"}f fﬂﬂﬁﬂfﬂ fﬂgﬂ an (hn‘l:'}'. u'mrr'ng

standard KD shirt and shorts, hel-
met, and respirator in Mk VI haver-
sack at the alers position. As an
artilleryman this gunner wears 37
pattern double cartridge carriers on
his basic web equipment set rather
than the Bren pouches of the
infantry. Note the white tapes added
to his puttees as an enhancement for
parade ground or walking-our dress.

(Opposite) Ar the height of a raid
the spotter takes shelter, and is joined
by a lieutenant of the Royal Naval
Reserve Medical Branch. Shore-
based naval officers, as part of a
mixed establishment, would chose 1o
wear KD uniform rather than
whites. When in shirt and shorts
long khaki socks are worn, and this
officer chooses to wear black officers’
paitern ankle boots, which have no
separate toe cap. (When in whites,
white buckskin shoes would be

worn.)

(Below & right) The RNR officer
has a privately tailored KD shirt;
although the open-top pockets copy
those of the RN officers’ white tropi-
cal shirt, it buttons all the way
down, unlike the half-fronted white
version. These shorts come from
Army stocks and could well be cur-
down trousers. The medical branch
is identified by the red band between
the lieutenants rank lace on his
shoulderboards; these are detachable,
fixed by laces through holes in the
shoulder and a long-shank button
secured with a split ring. Medical
red has also been incorporated into
the badge of rank painted on the
helmet front. The additional white
paint on the belmes, for high
visibility, was more relevant to
shipboard duties - in action, quick

-

i g S

=2

identification of the ships medics
was important. The Mk VI respira-
tor haversack is worn on the hip
with an additional waist strap; it
contains the long-hose version of the
service respivator often wsed by naval
personnel, who would find the chest

alert’ position restrictive.

RTRRE ot 0 WA, o

¥
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El Alamein, 1942: Long-Arm Mine Detector

(Below) -

for the ¢

at El

Alamein in October 1942 was the

Armyi

] )
af lanes o e s

h divided the armies

by Royal Engineer detector teams,

Mined areas often co ed a mix-

n

k and a [1-personne o/

ture of anti-t;
mines. ‘Own’ minefields were sup-
J{-’H.-'('r!" to be ?J.'u‘f'l."d?l'r when H"-'r_“. were

laid to allow safe recovery in due

course; but the sand was not

absolutely st and mines conld

creep - apart the problems

caused by the
darum lines in the almost |
desert.

The “Polish type’ mine detector
was devised in 1941 by a Free Polish
forces signals  officer based in

Scotland. Basically it consisted of

twe coils, one attached ro an oscilla-

for f It anng cur-
rent of andible frequency, the other
fo a rei "l'l'dlk' receiver '»'!f’.’{'(l'r o \H.'..'
the vator). When the detector

was passed 3ins to 4ins above
the ground any buried metal object

would disturb the current between

the coils and send an aundible signal

1944 %
nece I'r!h’ﬂ"}r‘. ‘n'"'!'!l"l'({
tagether and had a counterweight at
the upper end. The operators right
arm rested parallel 1o the handle

wb pad, the right

cushioned by

hand gripping below the point of

balance and the left
able point. The upper torso su nvelled

in a rhythmic motion, first to the left

with the right foot forward, then to

ward,

the right with the left foor fo

1p; an experienced m

conuld sweep up to 35 times a minute.

ery 15 min

ideally with a

in concentration. The

50 45 to main

oper,

checked for booby-trap

ator worked with a No.2 who

4 _,’JJ'M';W!"
g = . .

the ground, marked detected mines
with cones, and if necessary lifted
and disarmed m.l!!-‘.ﬂe'r'_-run,'r." RS,

Nine-man  sections  were

with three detectors, to cre-

rl'lr'[.f'n"r-:‘.'e'
_Q:"-r-_hu'r!'gjejp.' the three two-
-
k-

dfe an ¢l

man teams would move in a

geved line 20 yards aparr, first ch
ing and marking - with 20-yard

lengths of whire = - the right

flank. Clearance was done in

and it was not always ne
penetrate the whole rl':"p.'f? of the
minefield on the first sweep.

(Opposite top) The long-arm detec-
tor disassembled to fir into its carry-

ing case, with (lett) oscillator and

amplifier box and headser, (centre)
a short-arm detector and double-
sided instruction card, and (right)
the web arm rest pads for both, and

spare batteries,

(Right) Rear view of the detector
The box

is contains the electronics of

aperator with back pac

inside

the battery-powered oscillator and
telephone amplifier.

(Photos R. Ingram)

(Far right) Frequenitly worn for
manual labour, the Indian-made
leather jerkin was similar to the
British-made item bur unlined. It
also had removable buttons, held on
the inner surface by a single long
leather thong pasiing through all the

shanks.
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El Alamein, 1942:
Tank Overalls

In July 1942 General Auchinleck

2 ]
d the rampaging advance of the

Afrika Korps on the El Alamein
line, only GO miles west of the
British base port of Alexandria. The
l‘,’{l{, "Ir”‘f."' {'(?]J‘]]J‘I“’f"n‘r ‘P;{_'_\{'(r’ o
General Montgomery, who insisted
on waiting to build up sufficient
strength to attack with confidence.
Men, guns, fuel, tanks - including
many new American M4 Shermans
- flowed into the base areas, and the
moarale {JI,I" the war-weary ‘Desert
Rats' improved. On 23 October
‘Monsy' launched his offensive, and
after two weeks of costly fighting he
decisively defeated the Axis armies
and drove the survivors into a head-
long westward retrear which did not
stop until they reached Tunisia. In
November the British 1st Army and
U

North Africa, behind the Germans'
Africa

 forces also landed in French

Tunisian redoubt. The end in
was no longer in doubr.

The price of the victory was
high. One of the formations virtual-
by wiped out ar El Alamein was 9
Armoured Brigade, consisting of the
3rd  Hussars, Royal Wiltshire
Yeomanry —and  Warwickshire
Yeomanry, which was attached to
2nd New Zealand Division. Tasked
with breaking through Rommel's
powerful screen  of anti-tank
artillery by night, they were caught
in frone of the guns with the rising

sun behind them.

43

for temperate climates, no

Preparing
the Roy
sents @ fyp

for fl).{.'.’.';{'. ”l'l’.‘ ”'l"-’-’-’[!'t'l' of

Wiltshire Yeomanry repre-

[ tank crewman of the

time. The bow gunner/ co-driver of

a Sherman, be is removing the 30-
06in MI1919 machine gun for
cleaning.
The b
Tank Regiment

ck beret of the Royal

anthorised for
use by the whole Royal Armoured

Corp.

(i.e the RTR plus the regular

and yeomanry cavalry regiments,
and other units later converted to

in 1940. The
cap badge of the Royal Wi

the armoured role)

shire
Yeomanry - the senior yeomanry
regiment - was the Prince of Waless
feathers, coronet and matto.

wears Indian-

Our trooper
made overalls manufactured in
kehaki drill fabric. These were not an

item )‘{’t'd'{,f.ft'rh'l,lf]' sssued to armoured

units, but rather for MT (motor
transport) and general duties.

Unlike the various suits developed

clothing was designed for AFV crews

aperating in tropical regions. The

overalls hat le brease and thigh

pockers with side slash pockets. The
rear view shows the adjustable half-
belr and the field dressing pocker on
the rear right hip. He is convention-
ally armed with a .38 Enfield No.2
ME I* revolver in the modified
share strap’ AFV holseer.

A white fern leaf painted on a
black square on the glacis plate of
the tank was the divisional sign of
the 2nd New Zealand Division. A
white ‘86" and a standing white
horse painted on a green panel were
the tactical signs of the RWY and 9

Armoured Brigade respectively.
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North Africa,
1942: Infantry
Officers’ Battle
Order

A major comman,
the 2nd B
ha

a dry gully. Around h

Regim

riflemen rest, some wearing the
woollen BD blouse against the chill

of evening. The 2nd West Yorks

d in North fea between

ser 1
April and October 1942 with 9
Indian Infantry Brigade, gaining
bartle  honours for Defence of
Alamein Line, Canldron and North
Africa 1940-43.
Typical _.I‘fr'."}!'l dre
officer consisted of a khaki 5D cap
/

¥ r?.f a British

badge,

with bronze regime

khaki aertex shirt with rank dis-
played on epaulette ‘slip-ons, KD
shorts, and 37 pattern pistol set. The
holster for the No.2 revolver and
ammunitton I."urh'fr are worn on the

ide and the compass pouch on

t, withour the binocular case

e, would

, along with the va
complete the set; this particular pis-
tol set is of Indian manufacture. He
carries an g':.‘r|j'1 version of the field
map case made from medium
weight canvas; this was later manu-

factured in a webbing fabric.

or presents a regr

tion” appearance; however, the onset
of the cold desert nights would gen-
lly br

aof private clothing, including a

era ing out a bewildering arvay

kinds o

aters, duffle coats, sheep-

skin coats and goatskin poshteens,

as typified by the famons *Two Types'
characters created by the popular

Jon.

CArroonis

f()ppoxr'w tap) The miajor is brief-
ing a South African liaison officer:
the Ist South African D
served with 30 Corps at El Alamein,

ion

This subaltern wears a South
African Mk 1" )

distinctive perforations in the rear

, with its three
rim, and South African-made 37
pattern web equipment - the gov-
ernment Inspection  stamp of an
arvow within a ‘U’ is just visible on
the left shoulder brace. South
African web equipment was the
least well made r{."m'l.'r. even |")_',' cor-
parison with Indian-made webbing.

The _,l']'.'f'u'n' Was coa

and light-

weight, frequently being made up

ayers of very thin webbing.
Metal firtin
which bent easily and corroded

readily.

s were of flimsy alloy,

.J‘;’J.(. be u

for use on s

(Left) The standard issue revolver
was the . 38in Enfield: this No.2 Mk
I* (like the ME I**) has no thumb
spur on the hammer and can there-
sedd donble
highly inaccurate method of shoor-
1y

Generally speaking, a revelver is a

jon only - a

mg an aires maccurale weapon.

useless battlefield weapon at any-
thing over hand-to-hand range. It
takes talent and long, regular prac-

tice to shoot accurately, and few

frome line officers had either.

Alongside it

= an opened box of
38in revolver ammunition; two

nickel-jacketed .455in rounds as

used in the old revolver No. 1, which

0.2

was similar in design to the |
but somewhar bulkier: and, for
.:‘ffz' ronunds

and a Sten magazine with 9mm

comparison, twe .30

rimless rounds. The paper target was

Il bore rifle ranges;

when nsed at ranges of 25-30 yards
it appeared the size of a kneeling

man at 200 yards.
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(B)

(©

(D)

(E)

Khaki Drill Shorts

Before 1935 shorts had been an
optional item provided at regimen-
tal expense, but from that year they
became an Ordnance issue item. The
British never seemed quite content
with the design of their tropical
shorts; new patterns came out almost
annually, and there were alio a
number of minor manufacturers
vartations. The ;.-uﬂgbu_'y prewar
‘Bombay bloomers' were not particu-
larly popular despite their practical
value; they filled a niche between
shorts and KD trousers, but failed to
replace either, although they were
still briug manufactured as late as
1941, .
The pattern of the field dress-
ing pocket was to change, and a sur-
prising amount of thought was clear-
ly given to whether it was best
applied to the front or rear. The first
pattern had a single expansion pleat
and no button; the second pattern,
Sfrom June 1940, had a double pleat
and a top button. Belt loops were
deleted as an economy measure; but
with no provision for braces or suit-
able waist adjustment other than the
limited front fastening this soon
proved to be a mistake, and by 1945
they had been restored. Throughout
the war the double-strap front fas-
tening remained unchanged, though
the buckle type varied between man-
ufacturers, both pronged and fric-
tion-hold examples being found. All
shorts had internal pockets ar each

side.

(Opposite:)

(A) Khaki drill shorts with turn-ups.
The quality of alteration would sug-
gest thar these Bombay bloomers
have been cur down ar unit level or
!'3.}' the individual himself. Many
early shorts were modified in this
way.

(B) KD shorts with first-pattern
field dressing pocket at rear right.
Same pattern as shorts with turn-
ups, but manufactured as true shorts.
(C) 1941 pattern KD shores with
second-pattern field dressing pocket
on the front right.

(D) 1942 pattern KD shorts, econo-
my pattern manufactured without
belt loops. Second-pattern field dress-
ing pocket at front right.

(E) ‘Shorts Khaki Drill|, no pattern
date but of late production. Fixed
belt loops have been re-instated, and
the second-pattern field dressing
pocket has been moved back to the

rear rigf).r.

(Right) External label as found on
1941 pattern KD shorts (example C,
opposite), this pair manufactured in

1943

(Below) External label on KD shorts
of 1942 pattern (example D, oppo-
site), manufactured in 1943.

(Below right) Interior label on the
final pattern of shorts to be issued
during World War Il (example E,
opposite); no pattern date but man-
ufactured in 1945,

A

| KHAKI

HEIGHT, 5f2..4 tind
| WAIST, 33in. to 34

————
—— ———

DRILL




(Left) Detail of the (probably local-
ly-made) slip-ons with captain’s rank
badges and, more unusually, the reg-
imental title. Rank pips were made
in buff and brown embroidery on a
backing of arm-of-service colour (e.g.
red for infantry), but early-produc-
tion plain khaki backings were also

common on field dress.

(Abave) Originating in the British
Indian Army, these chuppli sandals
were worn by both Indian and on
occasion by Furopean troops. They
were the local foorwear among the
Pathan tribesmen on the North-West

48 — — S

Tunisia, 1943:
Officers’
Commercial

Webbing Set

i'”/f a young dcnng .'(?J'Hf’n’l{]' com-

the African campaign nears its

mander, from one of the four battal-

ions of the Green Howards serving
in 50th Division, leads a cautions
advance - some elite units shipped in
to reinforce the hopeless last stand of
the Panzerarmee Afrika are still
determined to make a fight of ir.

Away from the strictures of the
parade ground and the depor, sol-
diers and especially officers on cam-
paign in various climates developed
an individual and informal appear-
ance to suit their own :'rim_,fén'.' and
battlefield experience: this was par-
ticularly noticeable in North Africa
and later in Ttaly.

The captain wears a KD shirt
and trousers, with an army jumper
as the outer layer. This Brir h-made
Jumper has been modified by having
two openings put into the shoulders

to permit the epanlettes of the shirt

to be worn outside, r.l'lis}fl.l'l..’lj'irrlg his
rank and regiment on slip-ons. This
feature is copied from the Indian-
manufactured pullovers widely used

in this theatre.

Frontier of India, where they were
issned to British-officered Indian
units, Popular for their practical
comfort, they spread from Indian to
other units of the 8th Army in North

Africa. This l.rmrr.'}‘u."n'r pair were
privately purchased from the bazaar.
Non-regulation items such as these
were widely used by irregular units
like the LRDG. Egyptian, Sudanese
and Middle Eastern units of the
imperial forces were fssteed sandals
with a closed front, open slatted sides
and a covered heel. Reversed leather
(suede) chukka boots or desert boots
with lightweight crepe rubber soles

were equally popular.

Onr captain is probabi

a pre
Regular or from a family with a

pur-

inherited

nee he b

military tradition,

- ar more probab,

P
e connmer

mansfactured

Mills equipment set for officers. First

made during the Grear War, this

seems ar frr

glance the same as the

37 pattern equipment, but it has a

ly different fea

number of no

fuares,

The brace attachments have

additional D-rings below the buck
(see rJJ."I.P-’?."'h' tap). The belt has no
brass

ining loops,

i it 15 of three-
piece construction and adjusts at the
rear as on the naval 1919 partern.
Skeleton order’ is shown here, with
the binocular and compass powches
fi off the left side. These, like the

revolver ammuition pouch and hol-

[
le

ster balancing them on the right,
were _,r'rriuﬂf :r;gr.'-l’:rr rather than
being separate items as with 37 par-
tern webbing. (However, this partic-
ular ser has the pouch and holster
i;:aﬂ"]_"ﬁr'rl" so that {J'r;j- can be worn
separately as with the 37 set.)

In manufacture the web fabric
is slightly lighter and of a finer
weave than that used for the 37 par-
tern equipment, and the holster is
larger, being designed to take the
A45in revolver. The shoulder braces

(Below) The haversack resembles a
37 pattern small pack in shape but,

P . . ;
like the officers’ haversack of that set,

has a ca ig handle to the rear.

T o ; .
The three-piece belt has brass D-

rings below the buckles for the shoul-

der braces. These, used in co

-

tion with the D-ri below the

braces attachment at the front, allow
the attachment of other equipment
with spring clip fasteners, such as

map boards,
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North Africa, 1943:
Bazaar-made Shirt

This Rayal Artillery gunner serving
with the Ist Infanery Division wears
a non-regulation aertex shirt similar
to the US style, distinctive in having
a full front opening, wnpleated
pockets and fixed epandettes. It was
probably purchased from one of the
many Arab tailors making a living
providing such items to the Allied
(and, a few months previously, the
Axis) armies.

At the top of each sleeve this
soldier wears the white triangle sign
of the st Infantry Division super-
imposed upon the halved red and
blue diamond of the Royal Artillery
a non-regulation but widely dis-
played insignia. He also carries an
Indian-made khaki drill universal
pattern field service cap. The Indian
cap had provision for folding dewn
the side curtain but - as issued - it
had no front ﬁ.\'fug to the curtain
and no front buttons.

Hanging on the truck is an
Indian-made Mk VI respivator
haversack. This differed from the
British version in having brass stud-
and-eyelet fastening o the flaps
rather than press studs, and was
made of a considerably lighter and
more coarsely woven fabric which
was less durable than British-manu-

factured items.

Tunisia, 1943: US War Aid KD

Tiwvo soldiers of the lst Battalion,
Royal Sussex Regiment serving with
7 Indian Infantry Brigade, <th
Indian Division, have left their 3-
ton Bedford QLT lorry during a
convoy halt and lose no time in get-
ting a brew on' by means of the
desert soldier’s vaditional ‘Benghazi
burner’ The water is poured from
an old-style 2-gallon flimsy" petrol
tin, painted white and stencilled,
The improvised urn is an adapted
biscuit tin; tea, sugar and tinned
milk will be added together. Both

these and cut-down flimsies’ were

also wsed for the lower component of

the cooker, in which perrol was
mixed with sand or earth and set
alight - in a barren landscape almost
devoid of narural fuel this was a
practical solution to the Tommys

requirement for constant supplies of

hot tea. Note in the background the
length of pierced steel ‘sandmack.
made so that it can be linked togeth-
er to create areas of hardstanding on
soft terrain.

(Right) The bare-chested soldier is
wearing a pair of American-made
‘Wir Ard” KD shorts. Produced in a
cotton drill fabric similar to British
material, they are styled on the post-
1941 British shorts with the field
dressing pocket on the front, but
with only one expansion pleat, and
button closure to prevent the field
dressing from having to be stitched
in. This particular soldier has chosen
1o roll up the legs, which in length
match those of the British design.

(Bottom right) A pair of US-pro-
duced War Aid KD trousers. The
pattern again matches the British
model, to be worn with either tropi-
cal shirt or bush shirt. The tab to

various button positions permits

waist adjustment, and is a feature of

both British- and Indian- manufac-
tured trousers in KD. The buttons
used on both War Aid shorts and
trousers are of an American design in
brown plastic.




Taking their turn as air sentries

manning a Bren gun on an AA
mount, both soldiers now wear War
Aid KD bush shirts. These again
mirror the British design, though
they are manufactured in a herring-
bone twill cloth with US Army plas-
tic shirt buttons. War Aid material
such as these KD uniforms and
woollen battledress began 1o appear
in the Mediterranean theatre in
1943, once the United States armed
forces were operating in North
Africa in significant numbers. Their
landings in French North Africa as
part of Operation ‘Torch’ in
November 1942 brought direct
shipments of war material from the
USA. Supplies of War Aid uniforms
to the British Army were simply
another form of assistance offered 1o
the UK thanks to Americas inex-
haustible resources and manufactur-

ing capacity.

(Above) The early version of the
Bren gun ground tripod mount
came with an extra straight leg; by
using two of the other legs and the
main body of the tripod a taller tri-
pod could be formed from which the
Bren could be suspended and fired in
a standing position, with a 360
traverse. The gun was fixed to a
bracket on the vertically-supported
third leg of the tripod stand. (See
also page 35.)

Sicily, 1943

This private of the lst Bartalion,
Dorsetshire Regiment serving with
50th Infantry Division wears the
univerial pattern khaki wool serge

ﬁrf(x‘ service cap, with bis bi-metal

regimental badge on the left front of
the body. He also displays woven
black-on-khaki cloth slip-on shoul-
der titles; introduced at the begin-
ning of the war to replace the earli-
er brass titles as an economy mea-
sure, they were worn on wool BD,
khaki drill SD and the aertex shirt.
Apart from rank badges and slip-on
divisional insignia these were the
wify r‘)d'(fg(.f Harmmr{}' worn on the
aertex shirt.

This variant of the standard
aertex tropical shirt had fixed
epaulestes; and a broad plear across
the central third of the back, rather
than the normal I'éin plear found
on shirts with detachable epaulettes.

Among the Commonwealth-
made equipment isiued to British
troops in this theatre were boots of
New Zealand origin, identifiable by

b{?( J’Jélﬂ!({ Gfsl srpam-‘( fﬂﬂ'rlp.




(Above) A KD bush shirt is worn
over an aertex shirt, providing the
extra warmeh needed when full
woollen BD was not worn. Woollen
serge BD trousers are worn here, in a
not uncommon combination with
the KD upper garments; the similar-
by-cut lightweight grey-green trousers
of the ‘overalls, denim’ were also
commonly wsed. The Indian-made
basic pouches are slightly smaller
than the British type, making fasten-
ing the rop flap difficult even when

the stud tab is repositioned - in this

example it has been moved up half

an inch from its original position
but still only juse closes over two
Bren magazines.

(Right) The second model helmet

for airborne troaps had a band of

hard rubber around the rim, and
leather straps and chin cup. (The
first pattern was similar but had a
lip and rearward extension to the
ribber rim. The rubber rim was
deleted altagether on the third par-
tern helmet, which was initially
issued with leather strapping - this
was progressively replaced by web-
bing from early 1944.) The interi-
ar of'fr{?(‘ J(('wrrzlprlf!(m helmet shows

the thick rubber padding around the

inner rim, three-section web cradle
and oval rubber pad in the crown.

(Opposite) Rear view of equipment
showing 37 pattern small pack with
attached mug, frog for the No.1 bay-
onet modified to accepr the spike
bayoner of the No.4 rifle in the
upper loop, and one of the variants

of wire cutter, this particular style of

cutter and case being introduced
towards the end of World War I.
Like the machete, a pair of wirecut-
ters were to be found in each
infanery section.

(Inset opposite) Detail of No.4 Mk
Il bayonet and scabbard. It is
secured to the 37 partern frog by an
additional leather strap, which has a
slot ar one end to fit the boss of the
scabbard, The strap is passed over the
loop of the frog and a brass fitting at
the other end slots back over the boss
to make it secure. This is essentially
an adapter to get around the fact
that the 37 pattern frog is too broad
to hold securely the small bayonet for
the No.4 rifle. Interestingly, this bay-
onet and scabbard have been given a
coat of sand-coloured paint.

Air Landing
Brigade

The seaborne assawlt on Sicily in
July 1943 was preceded by glider
and parach

ute landings intended to
draw Axis troops away _ﬁ'ow the
beachhead. High ]

enced aircrew and friendly fire' from

Allied ships led to many of the glid-
ers coming down in the sea, with
heavy casualties. Few airborne troops
landed anywhere near their desig-
nated L7s, but there were examples

of great heroism by small, scattered

parties of soldiers. Ar this high cost

lessons were learned which would

prove invalua
the night of 5/6 fune 1944. The

seaborne landings were entirely sue-

le over Normandy on

essfiul, and soon Montgomerys 8th
British and Paston’s 7th US Armies

were advancing across the island.

This youthfil glider trooper of

the 1st Battalion, Border Regiment
from 1 Air Landing Brigade, st
Airborne Division, is chosen to
remind us that in World War Il
British boys could enlist when 174

years old, and could be fighting over-

feds a year lr.rl‘.rﬂ'.

wn

wh







Australian-made
Battledress

sted mar

r

demand as

(Bottom right) A non-

leather jerk
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India, 1943:
Officers’ KD

Service Dress

(Opposite) An officer of the 2nd
Battalion, Queen’s Royal Regiment
(West Surrey) goes out in the midday
sun while stationed in India as part
of 16 Brigade, 70th Infantry
Division.

Made up in khaki cotton fab-
ric, this privately purchased uniform
was no different, in design and cur,
[from the kbaki wool barathea service
dress worn back in Europe. In the
context of the war such uniforms
were worn for best only’ in the field
or as working dress, tropical or bush
shires, shores or long trousers would
be the norm. Buttons, collar badges
and rank pips’ were all of regimen-
tal pattern and would be removed
each time the uniform was laun-

dered, when ('opir?:.‘.-' damounts Of

starch would be used to further
smarten the overall appearance.

The officers’ service dress cap
material remains in khaki barathea.
Although versions in KD do exiss,
they seem not to have been widely
used. Alternately a KD cotton cover
could be worn over the cap, partly to
prevent the colour fading in the
strong rrﬂpk'.r:f sun. The cap ba ife
and ‘collar dogs’ of this ancient regi-

ment - recalling their infamous 17th
century nickname of ‘Kirks Lambs’ -
are worn in bronze finish, as was

J'J‘t.'”'"]'h’.lf I wartime.

(Above & above right) Our officer
of the Queens wearing a KD wool
half-fronted, detachable collar shirt
with corresponding tie. His 5D
trousers, straight cut, have addition-

al styling pleats ar the front of the
waisthand. Over this be is wearing
the detachable belt from his KD ser-
vice dress tunic as a swpplementary
trouser belt - a  practice not
unknown among all ranks,

This aceual form af dress is the
kind of ‘mixed bag' a more senior
officer could devise informally, being
neither shirtsleeve order with open
collar and rolled sleeves, nor service
dress, as the tunic is not being worn.

(Right) This officer - identified to
the Royal Tank Regiment by his bur-
tons - wears an adapted Sam
Browne leather holster (unusually, a
left-handed version) slung from the
sword D-rings with the straps from a
sword ﬁog. This was !nme")rn’a.f\ a
‘nrm'.r:'m." prewar d{f(r;:r.rf.rr'ou. l'lJt_'f::iJ’(‘
the widespread introduction of web-
bing equipment, which has contin-
ued in wse with the dress uniform
when the officer was required to be
under arms - perhaps when making
inspections as the duty officer.



Officers’ KD
Working Dress

This caprain of the 2nd Queens

as the bart

SeTves wm adjutant,
responsible to the commanding offi-

cer for day-to-day admiy fan

and discipline at barralion level,
Despite his junior substantive rank
the adjutant conld have a m
:_',[.F:\'l'! on the

a unit; it Is

fliciency and morale of

significant that the

appointment had o approved by the
GOC-in-C and notified to the War
Office. This officer carries a copy of
Kings Regulations, a work with

which any adjutant would need to
be intimarely familiar.
Suitably dressed for the Indian

climate, this officer wy

non-regu-
lation shirt and shorts; in barracks
J.l'u"..’r'n U.\_'ll"r-i.l'r." shoes are weorn with
khaki wool stockings. The shirt and
shorts are typical of the variants
available ro officers purchasing their
own kit. Such items could be indi-
vidually tailored or purchased
directly from the QM stores. This

front, pleated pockers and removable
epaulertes; however, it has a distine-

tive tailored collar.

(Right) The shorts bear little resem-
blance to the isue pattern, lacking
any field-dressing pocket and having
belt loops with the button ar the bot-
tom rather than the top. A buttoned

adjustable tab is positioned ar each

side of the waist. Full-length trousers

of an iden

cal pattern were also

tlable to those purchasing their

own clothing.
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Burma, 1943:
Redyed KD as
Field Dress

In February-March 1943 Brigadier
Orde Wingates 77 Indian Infantry
Brigade - the ‘Chindits, named after

the protective mythical beasts whose

starues ga.‘m'ﬂ'm" Burmese h'u.'p.'rc's =
took the war back to the enemy.
Some 3,000 British and Indian
troops crossed the Chindwin and
Irrawaddy Rivers in a deep penetra-
tion raid to gather intelligence and
harass fapanese supply lines, and also
to prove thar air-supplied troops
conld operate far behind enemy lines.
The theory was proved and the foun-
dation laid for furure success, at a
cost of 30 per cent casualties.

Before the advent of a new
Jungle green bartledress uniform
troaps on the Indian/Burmese border
used a combination of redyed khaki
drill and the first items of purpose-
manufactured jungle green clothing.
This Chindit from 13th Bn, King’s
Regiment (Liverpool) has an Indian-
made four-pocker bush shirs, worn
here tucked inside the trowsers. A
matching aertex belt, fixed through
two loops at the rear and fastened at
the front with a two-prong brass

l‘)l’ll'i{'l’f, was Hb’ﬂﬂ{ﬂf{r\' worn UJ’H:’]’

with walking-out dress. The typical-
.{';' Indian buttons are made _.I’Qv»;
coconut husk. Photographs show felt
slouch hats ::mmr!_ff:{ﬁﬂf with nets
and by painting them with green
splodges; but the preferred headdress
here is the woollen cap comforter,
often wsed in Burma during opera-
tians at cooler high altitudes.

(Below) The British-made ‘trousers,
KD, long' have been redyed jungle
green; note details of tab fastening
and field dressing pocker. For the
Chindit operations wholesale redy-
ing of all items was necessary,
including white towels and under-
wear (this was even taken to the
Jpornt :’{."“ :'(J.Ifw.rrmg green the mules
which transported the supplies and
heavy equipment). The Indian-
made web anklets resemble the sec-
ond British pattern with shorter web
[fastening straps.




Burma, 1944:
Jungle Green
Battledress

(Below) Thi
Bat
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The Infantryman’s Load

Troops operating in the jungle were often at the extreme limits of supply
routes, and sometimes well beyond resupply; they therefore needed to carry
enough equipment to be self-sufficient. It was acknowledged that the prac-
tical weight limit for men entering combar was 40lbs (18kg), with an ideal
of no more than 35lbs (15.8kg); but in reality men sometimes found them-
selves struggling under burdens of up to 60lbs (27kg). This was obviously
far more than was practical in the exhausting climate and terrain of South-
Eas and whenever pg.ui!'!f: troops going into combat tended to carry
the minimum of kit compatible with their task, as represented by the
indit opposite. Nevertheless, the official individual requirements for
clothing and ‘necessaries’ to be carried on jungle operations were as follows:

Haversack, with: mess tin, mug, knife, fork, spoon, emergency ration;
rowel and washing kit; spare socks, pullover, groundsheet or cape; folding
stove and fuel blocks; mosquito cream; unconsumed rations.

Pack, with: spare shirt, spare trousers, spare underwear, spare boots, house
wife, mosquito net, blanket, steel helmet (if not worn).

Respirator haversack, with: respirator, anti-dim, eyeshields, anti-gas oint-
ment, cotton waste.

937 pattern web equipment, steel helmet or bush hat,
a5 cape, field dressing: personal weapon and ammunition; bayonet,
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Indian-made Pullovers

(Left) Just as in the North African

desert, high daytime temperat

did not m that the nights could

nar be o

In Burma, depends

son and the altitude,

ten felt the need

Eurap

for warm woollens - and whe

possible they marched along high

ridge lines, where the forest fol

wds more man f:‘.fe'l).'t. The soldier

pictured here is wearing an Indian

pattern pullover with buttoned col-

lar, and openings at the shoulders to

pass shirt and blouse epaulertes
through. This particular variant is

of a grey rather than a khaki hue,

and has been made without corton
drill reinforcement patches over the
elbows. ‘:rr.rn'rffurf‘.- among Indian-
made clothing and equipment such

ations need not necessarily be

.";;n-r’rara:ml" as distinct pattern differ-

B I} I,
ences. Often such 1 HoNs can oe

attributed 10 o

ights or experi-

ments during the manufacturing
. :

process. From ‘.UJ'UJ'U‘{:’J:-fII"'I?.'J' evidence

would seem to

e of

have been used throughout the war.

(Below) A 14th Army man wearing
the same design of prllover but in a
lighter, browner shade, filling a
water bag from a tropical stream.
These b
borrowed _.h".rnn the Asian peoples.

s or chagils were an idea

The canvas bag was soaked before

use; this made it watertight, and

resultant gradual evaporation helped
to keep the water cool. Local water
required sterilisation before drink-
ing; for this purpose sodium thiosul-
‘n)'?.'{r' tablets conld be ..'(f'(!'r‘rf'ﬁ'nm the

small glass bottle shown.

-‘.f'r'rJr.‘l.rr. el

{

1g, and d

Koy,

Just another piece of wse

(Left) In the wake of a clash with

the enemy a Royal Signals soldier,

I

wring an Indian pattern I:J.-.r'f'raa'g-r
variant made with khaki drill cot-

11, 3
ton elbow partches, examines some

.ml_ml’r.-}'.\ rf.f. war. Hanging on the
of Japanese Ty
leather equipment for the Arisaka

1 1 .
Bamboo 15 @ 3

rifle. An abandoned NCO% sword

would make a desirable souven
but for the soldier on foor it conld be

/,

junk to

io man

carry around, and as a ra
1"'{' 15

march already.

probably overburdened on the




Aegean and
Mediterranean,

1943-44
"!_f-’r'l' Gre

r

v heroic and successful

tance to the It
crushed by Germany in 1941, the

many Greek islands were occupied

dn nvasion was

by Italian and G

Dy

man g

SO

1943 a few hundred Br

specia ."_,'x'- rees,
/

operating alongside the
ried

xts troops

A g
local andarte resistance fighters

do

1 tens of thousands o,

and inflicted considerable damage

and caswalties in a series of anda-
clous rards.

Wihen ltaly surrendered to the
Allies in September 1943 the Brin

attempted to take o

s portant
rmportant

islands in the Dodecanese group in

the southern Aegean, off the Turki

coast; one aim was to bring neut
Tierke
side. _\'J,ru'rlrf’:'«'rfre'nl' by the Spe

oy into the war on the Allied

Boar Service, several bastalions were

landed on the islands of Kos and
failed. L

as available,

Leras; bur the plan

M ar gir power

due to the simultaneons Allied inva-

ferces eve

force to st

sion r.f.;'. mainland fm:_'}.‘ and rthe
Italian garrisons did not support the
Allied r:.l"_fm'.’ [ J
hoped. A powe

1wl German reaction
supported by superior Luftwaffe

hliged the ;',mr.rlmle‘-’

considerable

losses.

(Above & ]'J’:s{f).r.l Members .fJ__f.
Long Range Desert Group were also

among the special forces sent out on

Motor Torpedo Boats to move in to

{'JH’I‘.'J'"J:'-I. who i

like interest in the vir

kenife.

al and individi

rnifor

cal of su b wnits: a cap comfori

KD shirt, and an un pair of

.'ru:v!".-.rr:‘. trousers. He is armed with
a captured German 9mm MP40

I
SHO=-1

e gun, a
model 1907 bayonet sh

purpose fig

a genend nng

. and a BC41 knuckleduster

: no doube he also carries a

f the Bergen ruc

er model i

bric,

(Below) Wi
scale, the BC41 kny

based on the World War

[
wmcy

‘Clemments knuckle knife’

ith

round the

h a No.36 grenade for

Royal Marines Fatigue Dress

The ‘Royals' retained a number of

prewar orders of dress - notably, in

the United Kingdom, the ‘blues’ for
parade and walking-ous. In the
Middle East and Far East Royal
Marines continued to wear the old

KD ser

establishment in the ‘Med', this

; ; 4
Aress. ed ar a spore

Marine prepares to go on far

As he is technically in working

e
also present on the khaki woollen

dress the white-topped s
cap is replaced by the khaki FS cap.
He has yet to put on his tunic; under

it he has a Royal Navy white woollen

singlet. The trousers have belt ,-’Ir.?rJ‘,fJ_r.

TR 1.0 ol
uniike the Army model (these were

f RM se dress trouse

He wears a ‘waistbelt, blue di

Royal Marines.




Indian Ocean,
1944: Royal
Navy KD

Naval IF'rJ[,Ph'u‘.'" dress closely followed
that of the Army. with standard aer-
tex shirts, KD shorts and rrousers
being issued to RN ratings and pur-
chased by officers as working uni-
form. This Royal Nawvy Velunteer
Reserve lieutenant stands on the
upper deck of a British warship
sometwhere a_.f,"!f'(' coast in the Bay of
Bengal. He wears a khaki- covered
peaked cap, a standard aertex shire
with cut-down sleeves, and Indian-
made shorts.

The service cap with khaki
tropical cover bears the Rq}';n' Navy
officers silver anchor, colowred
crown and gold wreath badge.

This early production aertex
shirt has a very distinctive open
weave and green rubber buttons.
The removable epawlettes are fitred
with slip-ons displaying khaki-on-
khaki rank insignia, here the tweo
loaps and curl of a lientenant in
RNVR ‘wavy navy style.

These Indian-manufactured
shorts are distinctive in having belt
loops with the button at the base.
The waist fastening straps are
secured with friction buckles and so
are not pierced. Uniguely, this pat-
tern also has a small fob pocket
beneath the front right belt loop.
The rear of the shorts have a small
patch pocket on the lefi side and a
buttonless field dressing pocker on
the right.

(Tap right) A Reyal Navy comman-
dery aertex bush jacker made by
Army & Navy Stores Ltd, Bombay.
The kbaki-topped cap has the gold
peak braid worn by the ranks of
commander, captain and com-
modore second class. Like their
Army counterparts, Royal Navy offi-
cers wore a khaki tropical service
uniform, with cuff ranking. For less

formal occasions the bush jacket was
J J

worn as illustrated, with rank
shoulderboards in khaki, or gold on
black as shown here.




Middle East, 1944: Royal Air Force KD

By the latter part of the war the
Royal Air Force, like the Army, had
reacted to the need for tropical cloth-
ing to be practical as well as smart.
By 1944 a new pattern shirt ("bush,
collarless) was introduced to replace
the old drill tunic, which had simply
mirrored the design of the wool serge
Jacket used on home service. The
moit noticeable difference between
this and the Army bush shirt was its
pleated breast pockers. It bhad a
detachable  matching  waistbelr,
unlike the fixed belt of the previous
partern. This particular example has
khaki plastic buttons; brass or black
plastic RAF buttons would more
usually have been fitted.

(Above right) The bush shirt tucked
in, to show the detailing of the Royal
Air Force pattern KD shorts. Unlike
most Army patterns they have no
belt loaps. Their most distinctive fea-
tures are the tab and buckle adjusters
on either side of the waistband. This
particular example is stamped inside
with the Air Ministry mark, a

crown surmounting the letters AM'

(Right) Rear view of shorts showing
waist adjustment straps and rear

field dressing pockes.

(Above) This Polish aircrew chorazy

(warrant officer) flying with one of

the Free Polish squadrons of the RAF
in the Mediterranean wears the issue
WO pattern KD bush jacker. His
Polish Air Force rank insignia - in
this case a single five-point silver star
and a red stripe - wonld be worn on
the epaulecte, and RAF rank on the
sleeve (the Polish insignia generally
reflecting one rank higher than the
British). This tunic has been cus-
tomised by the addition of Polish
buttons, and the Polish Air Force
observer’ insignia is worn on the left
breast. His headgear is the first par-
tern RAF Type D tropical flying hel-
miet with the ‘mask, microphone car-

rier, and Mk VI goggles

fRflgr"J.!') Officers’ pattern KD bush
jacket, here being worn by a flight

lieutenant of the Royal New
Zealand Air Force and customised
by the addition of NZ buttons and
NZ pilor wings. It is essentially
identical to the WOy partern tunic;
officers were obliged to purchase
their own uniforms, and this exam-
ple is lined and bears a Christchurch
(NZ) tailors label. The flying hel-
met is the first pattern Type E worn
with Mk IV goggles. Made from an
aertex fabric, this was designed for
Coastal Command crews, bur its
light weight and excellent ventila-
tion made it papular with all air-

crew in tropical areas.

(Tap right) The RNZAF flight lien-

tenant wearing the Royal Air Force

field service cap with the officers

and WO gilt crown and eagle badge
on the left front.




| SHIRTS, bish |
 Size No.3 |

| Helght 51t.6 in.to 5 fr.B in.
| Bremst, 38 ins. to 40 ine. |
& 1I“r'uist. 34 ins. to 36 ins. |

= |
'The SELFAST COLLAR CO., LTR.,

India, 1944: KD Bush Shirts

The Auxiliary Military Pioneer
Corps was formed in 1939, the title
changing to Pioneer Corps in 1940,

The corps was essentially a pool of

labour, drawing upon older men or
thase who for some other reason were
deemed unfic for service in the
infantry. The Pioneers provided
much of the manual labour required
for tasks such as road building and

the construction of defensive posi-

tions; depending upon the area of

operations their manpower might be
heavily supplemented with locally
hired civilian labourers. The corps
served in the frome lines; Pioneer
units were armed, and when neces-
sary undertook offensive and defen-
sive combar roles. Here two pioneers
in North-East India work on a
makeshift dam across a stream in
order to pma‘fﬂl{ a sustainable source
q,l"rmrrr.

Both are wearing bush shirts,
This is the term on the labels; this
four-pocker garment was essentially
a jacker, but the latter was only
properly used to refer to the officers’
pattern,

(Right) A British-made variant of

the bush shirt was manufactured in
aertex fabric. This pattern differs in

having a five-button front; apart

from the fabric it is otherwise iden-

tical to the KD pattern.

(Inset) Internal label from the aer-
tex bush shirt. This example was
manufactured in 1943 by the
Belfast Collar Co. Ltd. Size is listed
in height, breast and waist measure-

ments.

(Opposite) Indian-made bush shirt
manufactured in khaki drill fabric.

It has a four-button frons fastening,

fixed epaulertes, burtoned-flap patch

pockets on the breast and buttonless

Mlap pockers at the skire. This pioneer

is armed with the General Service
pick - like the GS shovel wielded by
his marte, an unglamorous but essen-
tial part of any fromt line units

aArmounry.
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Burma, 1944: Battle Order

5,000

Jungle’ is densely vegetated tropical
forest, usually hot (upwards of 80
with 80-95% humidity, and rece
ing as much as 80ins of rainfall
annually. The underlying terrain is
rugged and often mountainous.
Primary jungle is mature vegetation
forms a layered overhead
this restricts the light, bur
the clear floor allows relatively easy
movement. Secondary jungle is
found where clearings have been
made but abandoned: the rapidly

!rgro.'.:.r:'r:g l.'(g(ﬁ'ﬂfr_‘”} .If{_'l § move-

ment dramatically, with little shelter

from the sun and very limited
In this environment materials
rot or rust, and ﬁrm’ and
other stores are ruined if not careful-
ly kept. Disease is the greatest cause
of casualties in the jungle. Extreme
bowel disorders are commonplace;
the chafing of wet clothes and equip-
ment cause almost universal skin dis-
eases; and heat exhaustion and deh

dft?f!ﬂ?! are cons r f_l"_!!ﬁ'l’ B

Scratches, and the bites and stings of

insects, fester within hours to cause
severe infection and incapacitating
ulcers. The logistic problems for
armies are enormous, and the conse-
quent shortages of supplies can drain
tired men to the point of life-threar-

ening exhaustion very quic s

and an India

ina
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the 07 pa

down to 12 inches. This was a

rifle and spik

classifica-
1 Mk 1°, Mk II and Mk
gh npe marking t
7). No.

worn here, rﬂJ'.’L{:‘Jiu'i".""l KD but dyed

variants bore only 1

tons -
I

times musaf

s Some-

* fronsers

jungle green, thus ebliterating the
exte label.
(Left) This example, from early

1944, is a Mk 11" with squared

J.rm.wm:'r'. slab-sided grips and

unfullered blade w. point. A

wter variant of this pattern had no
false edge to the blade tip.
(Below) The Nepalese kukri of

wed to

Gurkha troops was

many Brir un particularly

thase with Indian divisions.

This heavy-bladed, single-edged

1 treasured tool:

hopping knife

[though a fearsome close-quarter

weapon, 1t was more often used for

l'.":'.lJ'JHf.;’ vegetarion or opening box

nseful

it aften had a me

for hammering. A small -.i".n".f'fu.".?r::
hort-bladed ‘skinning’
. pro

sheath behind the grip. This 2nd

steel and

knife w ded in the

Division sergeant cutting a path
through dense bamboo wears his

rank as a |G wristlet rather than the

more visible sleeve chevrons.

Mosquito Protection

Malaria, the highly incapacit

disease spread by the mosqu
be the greatest

fies among troops op

"

ttory - and
in some Mediterranean areas as

much as in the Far

af rwo

ons due to m
8th Army
casualties bur 11,590 to malaria,

and in the US 7th Army the corre-
sponding figures were 8,

9,892,

le quinine proved an effec-

ention was better

rment, p.

than cure. Troops were isued ate-

brine :fI‘Jlll{.’J('."_h"n"!' s, insecticide

sprays, mosquito repellent, nets and

i

squito-proof clot
were r:'.-lm,rr.-':f to artend regular lec-
fures on prevention, which stressed
the importance of self-dosage with
atebrine, and of keeping the sk
ﬂ'ﬂl"ﬂ'r(-lql fIJ!-J‘-'i'f'f'L' sunset .!JJ'(!I .'Irl.’.’.".\('
when the mosquitoes were most
active. Despite the extreme difficul-

o eneured in the Burma campaign

i consid-

contraction of malaria u

ered to be virtually a self-inflicted

}.J{,l..'['_". One m @ LICH

took up

the line, with a huge impact on

MANPower.

to four other men to carry him out of

ipase edge 1nsi

eneed shirt. The green tape st

heloe
Heipe

face, bur it

1/

[ ailo.

skin to come into contact

net, and mosquitoes settled on the

mesh con the man throug

The Ist Royal Sussex ser
7 Indian Infanery Brigade, which
along with 5 and 11 Brigades

formed the 4th Ind,

nate the q"«’rn‘l:'a'.’u'

title. The a

R.SUSSEX
in North Africa, Sudan, Cyprus,

Ylestine, ltaly, Greece and .

(Below) Preventative measures. Left

as and leather anti-

to right: Ca
mosquite boots; wooden box con-
taining 78 packs of three insecticide
P

quite gloves; Indian-made khaki

5 (shewn c

TES dANtr-mos-

and green mosquito hoods: Air
Ministry pamphler 160, Health
Hints for Wa
and  Army  pamphler  Health

m Climartes (1943),

Memoranda for British Soldiers in
the Tropics (1944).




Burma, 1944:
Ablutions







which the arms can pass.

ston of the cape, Hn’n'l"-l'lt'

green seen in the

the Burma campa
[ 1943 th
and <'<Ifr¢-'rw.-<-m manfi
Trdliabe
bayonet on the muzzle of the SMLE
s the short Indian Mk I, with

LT I
tive blwed blade.

nenir all items o

ctured in

to be made in |G. The

thoa

non-refle

1944, we 1-coloured
/ ( ground.

tion. Like the

gronundshe

rubberised &

The brass

to be joined as an improvised
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Burma, 1944:
Officers’ JG Field
Dress

Royal

dth

reh pocker

blue diamond

of the

el red and

on the bush hat is the i
RA - a
patch on the bush har it was

of

s being worn as a

)
hel-

1 on the st

d map case is one

of @ number o tble patterns.
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(Opposite, top left) Indian-»

ammao’ boots were distinctive

browm edge 1o 1

a5 also di

(Opposite, top right) Field map

14, Lo
case folded an. aver the sho

der. It has numerous pockets for stor-
age of pencils and plotting instru-
ments.

(Opposite, bottom left) The crown
over star rank badge of a lientenam-

P r
colonel (') colone;

mental de

JG ep

ulette s

(Opposite, bottom right) Typ:

ed by an art

equipment nee

icer would include maps and case,

£
a,

compass, binoculars, and instriument

cd.

dividers, pre for
v plotting. The folded ]G BD

blouse shows the internal n

tors and penci

art

rurers ink stamp typical of those

found on Indian-made clothing: this

se containing a selection of

fresh local pr

one has the over 8

arrow) 43 (for August 1943), over

vin a disc.

ref

expens d  Compass,

Vik 1. The mir-

e
g the reflecred

ror used for readin

image of the compass bearing

f
ng M

wse he mnstrument whis
ed in the _;h:rf'rf’:'(f’ COMpass pm.r.'a'l
s Il

production

made

of the 37 webbing; 1

example bears fypac

stamps in brownlblack ink. The

map, showing the town of Imphal, is

1 aof the type issued in Burma

and India, displaying grassy plains,

lels and the ¢l

rice ose contours of
f;'!' .'f”"'ﬂ“”(rlf”ﬂ HIHIH.':’:-‘I‘H.\ {naor-

d in denie

mally marked as covere

jungle or bamboo). Towns or 1ge5
lrlﬂ.

note of the market day

ing regular markets also bore a

this seem-

ingly odd notation was actually most

ng troops o ."I'ff’[!'l't"

ment

rations by purch

sions.
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(Above) The hand-held heliograph

was a useful signalling in.

THImENT,
when ."I."m'-r{.f.. d ¢l
ski

gone conclusion in the Far East. The

roSunny

¢ allowed - which was not a fore-

intended target was simply lined up

the mirror and

through the hole

the hole in the ‘aiming wand’ The

hen tilted until the ¢

mirror wa

engraved on it lined with the

hen the twe

hole in the wand; 1
coincided the reflected sun was
aimed e.I"H':'l'IJ'_ ar  the rarger.
Involuntary movement of the hand
ensured that fla

ble from the target, and a skilled

g wonld be visi-

operator could use the device to send

Marse messages. It was not possible

to use th

pe of heliograph with

the sun directly behind the user,

or conld be

although a second

wused to reflect it onto the main mir-

ze) ;’!' |'.U'
graph was issued in aircrew and

il k

ror. A smaller (quarter

Orer Surt




SE Asia, 1944:
Rations & Cooking

(Above) Out of range of enemy guns,
four 14th Army men relax while one
rations. The sol-

II'?':?JF'('J' fl'r?t'l.l’ (ff

dier at far left wears Australian boots
with their distinctive heel plate and
stud arvangement. All wear shorss -

seldom seen in the jungle, where legs

needed the protection of full length
frousers.

(Right) Jungle green shorts made in
India and the UK had minor differ-
ences. Frone _,I",'.'.u';'.l:mg s f'{'.- the
standard double strap and buckle.
ofi
tographs) had a double-pleat field

British shorts

in both pho-

dressing pocket ar front right, nwe
patch pockets on the rear, and no
belt loops. Indian shorts had a sin-
gle-plear, buttonless field dressing
pocket at right rear, fixed belt loops,
and rear buttons which artached to
the BD blouse. Both types had inter-
nal side pockets. The officer’s Indian
private purchase shorts (right, in
lower photo) have three buston-
down  belt a’lens and no external
pockets.

Every effort was made to ensure that

alised __f."x'frfl

ce ranons,

men  are f"'{“?n’

kite 4 _ﬁr'.l"{.l" T

Where this was impossible it was

essential that individuals or small

groups were compelent ta prepare
their own rations in mess ting or sec-
tian dixies (cookpots). Enough men
in each platoon or troop were
trained, by the wnits senior NCO
cook, to supplement wnit cooks
as needed. Minimum training
included:

The use of the No. 1 petrol cooker - a
well-liked piece of kit, bur for use
only when improvised cooking
equipment could not be used.

Mess tin cookery, using folding stove

and hexamine fuel blocks. Camp

kettle (dixie) cookery.
The construction of mapma':s:'r:'
apparatus for fJa:!brg. .I‘J‘_".'."ug. baking

y 4 E x oy
u’-’l(url J'n‘-?u‘.ﬂ'”n’\[{ 'U’:'d'."lln‘ﬂ‘]l'?n’g ol drum

ovens <HI(fl l'{(f'(ff?{{'?! .Pgn'," ?'l"J."l cans

or biscwit ting); and cooking of

i.\'un'r.l'l “‘rm’r -H':‘m.".l'm'r ragons l'lf_]' F-'r’r'.-'r'
means.,

Befare 1943 the 48-hour mess
tin ration was standard: this was
replaced by the 24-hour ration as an
operational or assault ration, togeth-
er with theatre and supplementary
5. The ‘Compo’ (compos-

ration iten
||'v ,
day;
might contain any of seven different
, coded A-G.

The emergency ration, packed

ration served 14 men for one

packed in a wooden crate, it

variants of conten

in a small tobacco-type tin, was also
P

on limited issue to certain troops

and aircrews. It contained high calo-

itamin-enhanced chocolate, and

rie

was only to be consumed on the

ific orders rg,f-‘m r_!._ffr‘a‘n'.
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40" te 44

ips & Greene,
4

(Above) Label on British-made
shorts, jungle' manufactured in
1944 by Bignell, Phillips & Greene.

(Right) The Essentials of Japanese
Military Grammar have gor the
better of this young afficer, snoozing
beneath his bush hat; this was offi-
cially reintroduced in 1942 1o
replace the Wolesley helmet and pith
hat. Note the stud used to fix the
brim up, twin ventilation holes
(sometimes three), and one method,
«“"IOHLE ”‘J‘“'”:‘, «I'{J’;IJ.’!P}F{E !f?{‘ crown
(e.g. 4th Royal West Kents favoured
the pork pie' look, as on page 64 ,
while Ist Queen’s creased them fore-
and-aft.) There is no lining other
than a  leather  sweatband.
Australian slouch hats were also

sssued to British troops.

food for

Type P1 Pacific Compo
(6 Men) Ration Pack

Typical of those issued in the Far East, this contained food and ancillaries for
six men over 24 hours. Its contents and suggested use were listed as follows -
items marked * were noted as also to provide for other meals

BREAKFAST
Rolledoats ........... 1 tin
B S ed e o SRR
MR R WA, 1 tin
‘Milk powdr. . . . . ... .. 1tin
- e R L 1tin
*Biscuits (1 large, 2 tall) .3 tins
*Margarine. .......... 1 tin

MIDDAY SNACK

6 ‘snack’ meals, with separate
instructions packed therein, are
packed in the large biscuit tin.

(Left) Cooker, Portable No.2. This
petrol-fuelled stove was isued to
small groups such as AFV and gun
crews, and could provide cooked

ix to eight men. The unit
consisted of a metal box with carry-
ing handle, windshield, fixed burn-

er with perforated ring, utensil grid

TEA / SUPPER
*Tea, “sugar and *milk
*Biscuits *Margarine

Gl 2.k e s vk, I tin
Meat & kidney

pudding Céhr) .. ...... 4 tins
Vegetables (hr) . .. .. .. 2 tins
Tinned fruit. . . .......2tins

(Also, in a single tin:)

Sweets, matches, salt (abso in
tablet form), compound vitamin
tablets, mepacrine tablets

Cigarettes (8 per man) . . .1 tin
Water sterilising outfit. . . .1 tin
Latrine paper (6 pieces per man)
Soap (1 tablet)

and fuel tank; it p.m'fm" insicde the
cooker box along with a funnel and
spanner. The fuel tank was fitted to
the outside and pressurised using the
integral pump. A slightly larger
unit, the No.3, conld meet the needs
of up to 15 men; of a similar (:'g'_-':gu,

it had two burners.




India, 1944: Indian-made Bush

Jacket & Shirt

(Above) A second lieutenant wear-
ing a locally-made bush jacker in
typically Indian woollflannel shirt-

ing fabric. It is of similar cut to the
isswe bush jacket, but has pleated rop
pockers and removable epanlertes in
the style found on aertex KD shirss.
The bustons are Indian, being hand-
eut from bone or horn. Such a gar-

ment re-emphasises the degree of per-

fon

’pr.-'_.’e:‘rg'i,'u :':r,rr)_]m" in the pur-

chase nf'n.vf.f.l'f(.l'lm.rfﬁ tailored ftems

mar

such as India. Here flannel
shi g was r:"rmgr"u' I.r\n_'f;'r'.:!’a."’r to
aertex or cotton drill, perhaps
because it was ordered in northern
? Howe

d by old soldiers that

India in the cold se: it

was  bel)
flannel offered the greatest protection
[fram the beat of the sun and was the

mast comfortable material.

(Above right & right) A Royal
Artillery gunner walks our off duty
in kehaki aertex bush shire and long
KD trousers and sporting his regi-

mentally-colowred private purchase

field service cap. The khaki aertex

bush shirt is of Indian origin; unlike

the British version it has pleats in the

breast pockers. The buttons on this
particular jacket are made from
compressed vegetable marter, another
variant sometimes found on Indian-
mansifactured uniform.

One might guess that he is a

arrival i theatre, as he is

el
wearing a late-production British
web belt with economy webbing

loaps rather than the wswal brass belt

reframmers.

During 1943-45 web

equipment was generally manufac-
tured with gunmetal fittings to save
on brass, though this example retains
brass buckles. The rear view shows
that it has been made from two off-

Cnes ,m,'r.':'rf' together.
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Greece, 1944: KD
with Battle Order

_fr‘JJTr'_- were ffr':;.’m'.’n'f’r'.r!" from
in October 1944
to try to fill the powe

neighbouring lral)
acunm left
awal  of

German occupation troops from
(s

by continning wi

Greece. During the occupation there
had been sevious hostility between

rival Greek underground move-

ments each with its own agenda for
the postwar period. The Communist
ELAS movement was particularly
reluctant to co-operate with those
loyal 1o the king and to the Greek
government in exile; the British
landings - first by Commandos in
the Pelepponese, and later by para-
troops around Athens - were to pave

the way for that government to

retwrn. An unea n the

ELAS and Ei

break down before long, leaving

fruce betiy

S movements wounld

British forces caught in the begin-
nings of a bitter civil war.

This private of the first libera-
tion  force belongs to  No.9
Commando. Standing guard over a
German prisoner, be is dressed in a
kbaki drill shirt and Indian-made
KD battledress trousers. The knitted
cap comforter remained popular for
all kinds of raiding and patrolling.
Although it is late 1944 he is still
armed with the SMLE rifle;
Commandos and other special troops
were often surprisingly low on the
procurement list. The back view
shows the rear pocket on the Indian
BD trousers. The British soldiers
standard isue brown canvas and

rubber plimsolls were useful when

stealth was required, and a comfore-
able hot climate alternative to

ammunition boots.




KD service dress had all but disap-
peared by late 1941. While troops
continued to wear khaki aertex
shirts, KD shorts, trousers and bush
shirts, it was felr that a single com-
bat uniform would best suit most

needs. Based on the proven design of

the wool battledress, the lightweight

tropical version was introduced in

(Abave) Slip-on regimental and
corps titles, based on the early war
wool versions, were manufactured in
khaki and jungle green finish, or - as
in this case - in intermediate shades.
Note also the warrant badge worn
on a KD wristler,. While the WO
provides an example of the smartness
possible with the tropical BD, the
gunner’s failure to achieve the same
standards is drawing unwelcome
artention. He wears the Indian
khaki aertex BD  blouse with
British-made KD trousers. When the
KD service dress trousers were dis-
continued in 1941 the need for long

trousers led to the introduction of

this model not as service dress bur as
workwear; these have belt loops with
lower fastening, no exterior pockets
but two interior side pockets. By con-
trast (see opposite) the KD battledress
trousers had a second-pastern field
dressing pocker at front right, a sin-
gle-pleat map pocket on the left thigh

ieen, pr'.l'.m'r._‘,' was given to the ,l'.lmg.’e'

green version, but a khaki BD soon
followed. Both JG and KD versions
of the 1943 Indian battledress were
alio issued to the Royal Navy and
Royal Air Force, as an RAF field
dress and a landing party and land-
ing craft dress for RN ratings.

and a flap-tap patch pocker on the

rear right.

(Right) Ink stamps on the interior of

the khaki drill Indian BD trousers,
showing the date (12/44) and man-
ufacturer’ code letters, together with
the appropriate blouse size, in this
case Size 5.

(Bottom right) Two versions of

economy pattern 37 web belts, inner
faces uppermost. (Left) Dated 1941,
an early simplification using plain
webbing strips with additional sec-
tions stitched to the inner face to pro-
{'ir!':'p.u“i’;'h‘_,f&r the end tab hooks; it
retains the full size brass end tab
with two attachment hooks. (Right)
Dated 1944, with darkened steel
fittings and web ‘keeper’ loops. It
retains the full-lengeh integrally
woven loop series for the end tab
hooks, but the brass tab is replaced
by stitched webbing retaining a steel

haok.
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(Abeve) The Indian isue khaki
drill FS cap. This example has GS
buttons added to the front and is
worn with the full size RA gun
badge.

(Opposite) Warrane Officer Class [,
Royal Artillery, wearing the khaki
version of the Indian tropical BD
uniform.  The kbaki and jungle
green lightweight BD suits are iden-
tical in cur. The blouse is made from
an aertex fabric and the trousers
from medium weight corton drill.
Proud of regimental traditions, this
WOI wears the optional coloured
field service cap in RA red and blue
with a full size ‘qun’ badge: the
flaming bomb' badge was the pre-
seribed insignia for FS caps, but the
gun produced a more striking effect.




(Right) Detail of Movement
Control brassard, and printed Royal
Air Force tropical sleeve eagle in red
on khaki.

Middle East, 1944:
RAF New Pattern
Bush Shirt

By 1944 the RAF were introducing
a ‘new pattern’ bush shirt, illustras-
ed here. This hybrid garment was in
fact of the same design as the Army
bush shirt with nwo minor differ-
ences: the inclusion of a removable
belt, and secondly holes through
which to mount buttons - the Army
version came with flat shirt buttons

already stitched to it.

On his right sleeve this air-
craftsman is wearing a black-on-red
Movement  Control  brassard.
Movement Control personnel could
be from the RAF or the Army; their
Job was to oversee personnel in tran-
sit at the point of embarkation,
ensuring that all documents were in
order before they boarded any air-

(Right) Details of UK-produced
embroidered Royal Air Force tropi-
cal sleeve eagle in red on kbaki; and
of modified trouser waisthand,
showing  side-fastening  straps
through crude Indian-made brass-
coloured friction buckles. This type
of closure and adfjustment was used
on one pattern of British-made KD
trousers before the end of the war.
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India 1945: RAF
Khaki Drill

Trousers

This aircrafisman wears an Army-
pattern KD bush shirt which has
been cut down and converted into a
bartledress-type blouse. The printed
eagles and black plastic RAF buttons
suggest that this alteration was made
later in the war - perhaps in imita-
tion of the later war Indian-made
KD battledress blouse? The trousers
are a pair of Indian KD slacks,
dated 1943, with a top fastening
system of straps in the waisthand
that fix through a buckle on either
hip. On closer inspection this can be
seen to be a local modification to a
pair of service dress trousers; there is
no evidence of a field dressing pock-
et, but this feature was not ahways
present on Army service dress
trowsers in KD.




The brown canvas and leather offi-
cers’ flight bag was introduced in
1945; it was meant to hold essential
items for the flight and any short
overnight stops, thus avoiding the
need to unpack any baggage stowed
in the aircraft.

Middle East, 1945:
RAF KD Working
Dress

Two ‘erks’

fake a smoke break
baggage from a transport aircr

Transit baggage varied in

fq'r:'J{J:'}.' ing on the owners \f’Jg'J.'rJrf'J.r\g’
power, bur was invariably well
marked with his home or unit
adelress,

ACI 1484
gage of officers proceeding overseas to
a mere 168lbs (75kg)
suggested baggage list from the peri-

imited the bag-

although a

od includes the following essentials:

Valise: Three blankets, greatcoas,

spare boots, slippers or shoes, py
mas, second suit (battledress or an
old SD), inflatable martress, writ-
ing materials. Pack: Changes of
socks and underclothes. Haversack:

Tou

el and toiletries.

This list was admitted to be
rather austere, but was justified by
stating that those joining fighting
units would be wise not to exceed it
It was pointed our thar officers
would find it more convenient to
purchase additional items found to
be necessary when in the field from
mobile RAOC officers’ shops, rather
than to arrive in theatre with items

which proved unnecessary.

fashion-conscions s

(Above left & above) The somewhat
ridiculous-looking tropical ‘combi-
nation suit’ was in effect a cut-doun
version of khaki drill working cover-
alls. It had short sleeves and mid-
and was collarless;

thigh length

pock

top breast pocker and nwo side slash

vere limited to a :."-'a':{l'lr' apen-

pockes. In the rear it had a broad
pleat running the length of the upper

back; minimal size adjustment was

made by a short integral belt across

- L2
t section. This

the rear of the wa

unflattering garment at least had the

advantage of being a cool working

overall for tropic conditions.

Principally an RAF isue, it was

occasion Y feen In use |'.rr"J some less

oldiers.
(Left) Standard RAF khaki drill

coveralls were used for such dirty

tasks as engine maintenance. The
coveralls had a similar pocket
arrangement to the combination

suit, a short stand’ collar, a fly front,

h a

and sleeve cuffs fastened

gle button. This firter wears an old

and battered Walseley helmet as sun
protection, and standard RAF boots
without separate toecaps These boats
came with soles of either leather or

reclaimed rubber, the latter intend-

ed for wse by perse working on
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India, 1945: RAF KD Service Dress

The war is coming to a close,

time come for those who have

been overseas the lon

to return
home for demobilisation. Relieved

aof mast duties, a time-expired air-

RN WS I d fransie aread ro FIR'

processed before taking )
India; he has a little time to swan
about in his best’ during the last few

days, but the RAF has not finished

with him yet. First be has to be

screened for security, warned against
('.Jf?']'."]'n’e contra, ||l‘n' n (l" g0 .w.l'l_-. i h'r’.l‘l

icall .
u::'r:'u'dn_'.' updated. Arra ngements

‘ I 2 .
have to made for foru '.erulg of pay.

and consigning any excess baggage by
sea or shipping agent. Before depar-
ture his mosquito net, mosquito

J’Jurah. _\m.:r'fl arms and any excess

webbing are to be handed in. This

will leave Other Ranks with nwo kit

bags and a ser of web equipment;

that is their fixed allowance.
Carried externally for requirements

during transit are two blankers,

greatcoar, pullover, gl
50 as to keep warm at altitude; and
it is advised your keep your mug

ind the

eave of

handy as tea will be served during
e | ,-_

The 8D tunic worn here is another
{'.'iJ',’f’_l.’:.','\ .‘l'rl.' If.'l:: fl’{'{'.’l .’L'“’thff..f{ |'.'IJ('{£

in Cairo.

(Below) The distinctive old-

raised cur of the rear waist H_,f..’i-r'
RAF KD service dress trousers,
which have a field dressing pocker on

the right rear.

(Inset) Label detail of this pair of

‘trousers, khaki drill, airmen, 1937

pattern’.

33 to 34 ins

ASTIN BROS. Ltq.
1943

India, 1945: Officers’
KD Bush Jacket

e dress

The KD off

vided a tropical uniform for walk-

pro-

ing-out and formal wse; the bush

Jad, t served

wart and practi-

cal

form -

wse. The bush

stons and for |
jacker differed from SD in a num-
ber of ways. It was cur much Sruller
and Leners wstened

cuffi. Pocker design

ried but gen-

e

wool and KD service dress styling:

early jackets had pleated breast

pockets and “bellows’ skire pockers,

and later patterns - as illustrated -
plain breast pockers and internal
skirt pockers. This was in keeping
with the austerity measures intro-
duced from March 1942, and
wool and KD ser-

applied to affice

vice dress as well.

This  major of the It

Battalion, Devonshire Regime

enjoying a spot of leave from act

service in  Burma with 36th
Infantr
casual approach to dress standards

y Division - epitomises the

adopred by many officers in the trop-

n Indian (Ordnance
" KD b
KD bartledress trousers

issue) office h jacket with
a non-regu-

lation cravar, and a private pur-

e kihaki wool beret with bis reg-

imental cap badge. The bush jacker
has a _,I’fr':'-e"mmm pleated frone fas-
tening, button-down flaps to the
breast pockets, flap-top internal
skirt pockets, and marching KD cot-
ith brass buckle. All

ton

buttons are of brown compasinon

(Inset) The majors embroidered
badge of rank in buff and brown is

worn on epaulette -ons; and the

14th Army J."J..r.'a"s is temporarily
attached with press studs or pins to
save ir _,r‘r"rm.l _.f;m'mg with f?.':'r’;a.r:?.'.‘
washing of the jacket. His cane is a

bartle trophy, previously the proper-

ipanese officer; the carved

ton bears a reference to ‘the

man of the mountains,

lly followed the current trends of
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1944 Pattern
Jungle Clothing
and Equipment




main

de sec d lower straps
offici

showing the water bortle thar
1944) were

and the belt loop whi
end of the war.

i
small

o fHier ( ]

tral scre
bowie’ or clipped point; thi

d nun-

of the equipment
hete and

with

HJ\.'\-'J'I{' ter-

but it was one of the facto

that led to th

and a de
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(Above left) Lieutenant wearing the
new pattern jungle shirt, trouse

and neck cloth, and 44 pattern web
((‘n.rr:lrm.'rm with brace attachments,
On his left side is a 44 pattern
pouch, motor transpore’: this fixed to
the belt by a webbing loop rather
than being clipped on with a metal
buckle. This allowed vehicle drivers
to adjuse its position for comfort
behind the wheel - it sits much lower
than the basic powch. These MT
ponches were not made in handed
pairs, but were all of left-hand par-
tern with bayonet loops. An MT
pouch for the 37 set also began pro-
duction in 1944.

(Left) A new pullover was produced
with reinforced elbows and shoul-
ders; the shoulders arve slotted to
allow shirt epaulettes to be buttoned
through them.

(Above) Rear view of 44 pattern
equipment withour the pack. The
broad shoulder straps and double
rear braces allowed better distribu-
tion of the weight of the belt equip-
ment to the shoulders. The broad

straps also reduced the problem of

slipping and chafing encountered
with the 37 pattern in the tropics.
Note the two rear pockets of the new

_,'.fﬂ.l‘gl'}t' trousers in t'IfOSF'H't'.N‘['( corton,

the deeper and more comfortable
waistband, and the white sizing
label. The two horizontal loops low
on the back of the shirt were intend-
ed to engage the trouser belt loops to
ensure that the shirt did not come
untucked - another sign of the Armys

mosquito manid.

(Tap) 44 partern officers’ haversack,
in form and dimensions not much
different from the 37 pattern equiv-
alent, though some internal water-

proofing fabric was added.

(Above) The aluminium 44 pattern
water bottle and its carrier - a good
example of the total redesign of an
item of equipment, and clearly
influenced t'n American experience.
Vastly superior to the 37 pattern, it
is made of non-corroding material,
has a secure cap, a much wider aper-
ture for easier filling, and an inte-
gral cup with folding handles which
ﬁr.r into the carrier - thus removing
the need to carry a separate enamel
mug, for which there was no desig-
nated place in the 37 equipment.
The easy-fitting carrier also has an
internal pocket for a plastic contain-
er of water sterilisation tablets.

(Above right) The jungle service hat
was probably inspired by American,
Chinese and latterly Indian head-
gear of similar design used in the Far
East theatre. Its broad brim deflects
rain from the face and neck while
shading the eyes from the sun; it is
better ventilated than the felt slouch
hat; being flexible, it can be rolled
up and stowed in a pocket when not
in wse; and where necessary camou-
flage can be passed through the loops

around the band.

(Right) “Gaiters, jungle' were obuvi-

ously inspired by the US Armys leg-
gings, which were alio wsed by
Australian troops in the Pacific the-
atre - a reminder that the Lethbridge
Mission took into account the expe-
rience of the US, Australian, Indian
and New Zealand armies when for-
mulating requirements for this new
equipment. An improvement on the
original design was making detach-
able (and thus replaceable) the
instep strap passing under the boor,
since this was the part most suscepti-
ble to wear.

(Bottom right) The sole of the new
Jungle boot had the type of metal
cleats also found on late-war
Australian boots for jungle wuse;
another variation found has clusters
of bifurcated studs. Note too the heel
clears replacing the ammunition
boots “horseshoe’ heel plate. The new
boot had extra thick soles, water-
proofing, non-rusting metal fittings,
and rot-proof stitching and laces. A
leather loop at the rear allowed the
laces to be tied around the ankle
and, combined with a ‘bellows'
tongue stiched to the boot all the way
up the sides, provided a close seal
against insects and water - which
was further improved by wearing
puitees or gaiters, and trousers with

drawstrings.
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SE Asia, 1945:
Australian Field Dress
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SE Asia, 1945:
General Officers’
Field Dress
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Burma, 1945:
Modified 1937
Pattern Web
Equipment




Burma, 1945:
Battle Order




(Above) The waist buckles of the
Indian JG battledress blouse nor-
mally followed the standard toothless
friction buckle or the toothed bar
style as used on woollen BD; howev-
er, some manufacturers used this dis-

tinctive buckle instead.

(Right) While British water bottles
were enamel-finished the Indian
equivalent was of zinc-coated steel,
with a rough wool blanker cover. It

is supported here by the water bottle

carrier of the Indian JG web ser.
Unlike the earlier dyed 37 web

equipment, this set was made up

from predyed rot-proof web with

blackened metal firtings. The fact

that it is made up from predyed
material, rather than being dyed
after manufacture, is evident _ﬁ'u»;
the off-white stitching on  this
('.\'m:.l;afc'.
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(Top right) While infantrymen used

the basic pouches, 20-round car-

tridge carr

other arms, who did not need to be
able to carry magazines for the
infantry section’s Bren gun. The grey-
green fabric and blackened brass fit-
tings of the Indian |G web set are

t'."lt'{q"'-l:l'l' .‘lr.’ﬂﬂ'” m f-‘l'}.‘ mage.

(Centre right) A Royal Navy par-
tern waistbelt - ‘money belt’ - dyed

Jungle gree

items which will be found that have
been dyed for jungle use. This pat-
tern of belt dates 1o 1945

(Below) The issue of the No.4 rifle
in the Far East brought with it a
number of varians of bayonet and

[frog. All of these were used in theatre

(left to right:)
No.4 Mk I with cruciform sec-
tion blade; Mk I scabbard: and early

37 pattern frog with slit cur to take

the scabbard boss (later 37 frogs were
manufactured with an additional
slit enabling wse with the No.l or
No.4 bayoners).

No.4 Mk II with simple spike
blade: Mk I scabbard: and Airborne
Forces frog. Intended for issue to air-
borne troops armed with the Mk V

o

i
1
!
i
!

s were issued to men of

typical of the variety of

Sten, it was also issued troops in the
Far East armed with the No.4 rifle.

No.4 ME 11", of two-piece con-
struction (separate blade and socket),
this example bearing the ‘croun over
IG" Indian government mark: Mk
1 scabbard; and frog made in India
from modified 37 frog for the No.1
bayonet (broad upper loop replaced
by narrower section of web). Others
made up ‘from scratch’ did not have
the hilt-retaining loop found on
modified examples.

No.4 Mk III; plastic scabbard,
frequently designated Mk 1I; and
Indian |G frog. As Indian troops
were not initially armed with the
No.4 rifle the |G frog was not pro-
duced with the No.4 scabbard slit in
the upper section. It could be cut in,
or the scabbard could be retained by
the large central slit.

No.4 Mk II; American War
Aid 'Victory Plastics’ scabbard with
integral web frog.




;
tonge,

net. Fi
receive app:
the first rifle comple.

{ issue did not




r \ s v This view shows the interior of the

" 4 jungle green cotton General Service
i e P

(N cap, in this case lined with tan aer-

> tex fabric; and the buttoned cuffs of

-

-~

the tunic,

Malaya, 1945:
Officers’ JG

Service Dress

A captain serving on the staff of

,\Lei{r.z Command in Seprember
1945, ar the time of the re-occupa-
tion following [Japans surrender,
wears an officers' tailored jungle
green bush jacket in aertex fabric
with matching trousers in cotton

drill,

The jacker of what is basically
a service dress uniform demonstrates
a combination of features dictated
by the climate. It has the pocket con-
figuration of an officers’ service dress
tunic, but the shirt-style collar of a
bush jacket, since a shirt and tie
would not be worn underneath. It
has burtoned cuffs, so that the sleeves
can sometimes be worn rolled up;
but metal buttons have been added,
and the material is fiercely starched
- its function is clearly thar of a
tunic rather than a shirt. Beneath
the corresponding fabric belt on
either side of the waistband are
adjusting tabs and slide buckles,
though these are more decorative
than functional. Similar adjusting
tabs are placed on the waistband of
the trowsers. His beadgear is the

Indian ]G general service cap.

(Top) The doubled epanletre is
detachable, passing through a loop
at the shoulder with both pieces but-
toning ar the neck. The three rank
pips of a captain are embroidered

directly on to the epaulette slip-on. ) ) i
The sleeve insignia is that of Malaya (Right) Rear view of an Indian |G
Command - the f:'..r(f,f:jm,;.;f fg'“l;."- cotton G5 cap, with embroidered
laded Malayan kris (J'::‘{ig(‘:' in _‘-,.-.’. ventilator eyelets, and the headband
low on a green background. split ar the centre rear with a size
adjustment lace - somewhar like an

old pattern Scottish bonnet.
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(Above) Singapore, 1945: a staff
sergeant of Royal Artillery wears an
Indian-made jungle green aertex
bush shire as working dress. This fol-
lotws the pattern f{f.J'JrJt' British bush
shirt, with plain top pockets and
concealed-entry flapped skire pock-
ets. fts burtons ave typically Indian

and cut from coconut husk. A sepa-

vate belt in matching fabric existed

Sor wear with the bush shirt, fas-

tened with a brass nwo-prong buck-
le. In keeping with the order of dress
this is replaced here by a late war
Indian belt manufactured in green
webbing with black non-reflective
fin

plete set of 37 web equipment man-

This was part :{f'r.l"l:- com-

ufactured in jungle green from
1944, His hes

jungle green cotton drill, alo of

dgear is a GS cap in

Indian origin; this pattern was
n.l.'.l'm!'m':'{!"_,fi'::r},' 1944, The Royal
Artillery cap badge is the flaming

bomb, here a wartime economy type

in brown pl

(Right) Detail of locally-manufac-

tured regimental ;'."."p-uu for the

Royal Artillery. His badge of rank is
worn as white tapes and a simple

diamond (representing the crown),

sewn directly onto the right
This

sleeve order, where rank bac

follows the precedent of shi

dre

warn on the right sleeve only; but it

was not wnknown for NCO rank to

be worn on bo
uniforms tapes made from herring-
bone chevron lace mounted on KD

fabric were sometimes sewn on or

fixed to the sleeves with press studs

or hooks-and-eyes.

e

(Right) The regimental variations
Sfound among officers’ wool service
dress were also applied to the tropi-
cal SD uniform. The Rifle Brigade
and Kings Royal Rifle Corps - most
of whose battalions during 1941-
45  provided the mechanised
infantry for armoured brigades and
divisions - wore black composition
buttons, and black Sam Broume
belts with white metal firtings.
Although the frequently ignored
economy modifications introduced
in 1942 applied to both the wool
and KD uniforms, they were
applied with even less rigour on the
trapical tunics. This officer sports a
tunic to the pre-1942 specifications,
manufactured in a fine gquality

I{‘GOH{H gn’l'é(r{{!‘”(f;ﬁ")ﬂt'.

Italy, 1945:
Officers’ KD

Variants

(Left) A lieutenant in the 2nd
Bartalion, Coldstream Guards wears
the khaki drill service dress tunic cut
to the regulation Guards style,
which differed in detail from the
standard KD rtunic. Neo collar
badges were worn by the Foot
Guards, and the cuffi were plain.
Buttons were arranged in the dis-
unctive regimmm" Jr_'rf( as on the
khaki wool barathea SD: three
spaced evenly for the Grenadier
Guards, three sets of two for the
Coldstream Guards, two sets of three
for the Scots Guards, two sets of four
Jor the Irish Guards, and a single

row of five for the Welsh Guards.



(Below) The variety of styling
found in KD trousers is almoit
beyond the principles of ‘wniform’
One common type manufactured in
the UK and issued in quantity to
all ranks of the three services from
1945 had this peculiar waisthand
arrangement, with a slotted wrap-
over front waist extension and straps
passing to each side, where they were
fastened with a single-prong buckle.
Each outer leg seam had an inter-
nal pocket, and a field dressing
pocket was located on the rear right

hip.

(Right) An officer’s private purchase
lightweight ~cotron  shirt  with
attached collar and full-length front
apening, manufactured for tropical
wear in 1941. Although the regula-
tion aertex shirt was frequently wsed
by officers such privately acquired

shirts were not uncommon.

Royal Army Chaplains Department

The Army Chaplains Department
was founded in 1796, gaining the
title Royal in 1919 following our-
standing service during the Great
War. As well as attending o the spir-
itual needs of the men the battalion
or regimental padre was responsible
for their general welfare and well-
being. Although not holding the
Kings commission members of the
RAChHD enjoyed the same status as
officers, with relative rank, and
lived in the officers’ mess. Chaplains’
duties were listed as Sunday services,
baptisms,  churchings,  funerals,

attending the sick in hospital and
reading prayers with convalescents,
visiting soldiers under sentence in
military prisons or detention bar-
racks, and giving religious instruc-
tion to children, boy soldiers, officers,
soldiers and their families.

On active service many chap-
lains worked closely with the unit
medical personnel; and in prisoner-
of-war camps - particularly under
the arrocious conditions of Japanese
captivity - many chaplains gave
devoted care, often at the cost of their
own lives.
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(Left) Chaplains wore the same
uniform as regular officers; it had
black composition buttons and waist
belr buckle, with denominational
badges on the tunic collar and cap.



Netherlands East
Indies, 1945:
Indian ]JG Field




Great Britain, 1945:
Coming Home
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Father and son reunited. Still

proudly worn, his felt slouch hat
marks him as a man who has
in the F

, one of Slem'’s “Forgotten Army’

returned _fr"rm.l
E
(some soldiers nicknamed it the
IWT hat’ - 1 Was There.) On its

l'rl,'J!rr."JJ:'rl'l brim it displays a flash in

Royal Artillery colours, origir

worn on the puggaree.

(Left) D

tured web ankl

! of Indian-manufac-

which have -’t’t'r"-‘

madified with the addition of

added leather retniforcement alo

the bottom edge to stop the poor

: I '
(lfnr-'.'r.l.",' wel marerial

SOLDIER s SERVICE

AND

“AY Boog,

(Right) A selection of paperwork
and r;JJ'errr.r: rrfr:.rr'ng to service in
the Mediterranean and Far East
theatres of operations. Laid out on a
sille map of Burma are Italian lire
occupation currency, Japanese occu-
pation currency, and a selection of
lettergrams and  correspondence,
including POW letter cards 1o and
from a soldier in Japanese capriviny
ar Malai, Singapore.

Ephemera

(Left) With its windshield folded

and lid closed down, the No.2 cook-

er doubled as a makeshift writing
desk or card table. Shown here are
period playing  cards, cigarette
lighter, Indian-manufacture ABG4
paybook with white rather than
brown cover, a packer of the infa-
mous Indian-made Victory V" ciga-
rettes, an airgraph letter from home,
a picture of a loved one and period

Christmas cards




Kranji Military Cemetery, Singapore

Last resting place of but a few of the British and Commonwealth
troops who gave their lives during World War 1.

LEST WE FORGET




ISBN 1-86126-360-0

|

9"781861"263605




	British Tropical Uniforms (1)
	British Tropical Uniforms (2)
	British Tropical Uniforms (3)
	British Tropical Uniforms (4)
	British Tropical Uniforms (5)
	British Tropical Uniforms (6)
	British Tropical Uniforms (7)
	British Tropical Uniforms (8)
	British Tropical Uniforms (9)
	British Tropical Uniforms (10)
	British Tropical Uniforms (11)
	British Tropical Uniforms (12)
	British Tropical Uniforms (13)
	British Tropical Uniforms (14)
	British Tropical Uniforms (15)
	British Tropical Uniforms (16)
	British Tropical Uniforms (17)
	British Tropical Uniforms (18)
	British Tropical Uniforms (19)
	British Tropical Uniforms (20)
	British Tropical Uniforms (21)
	British Tropical Uniforms (22)
	British Tropical Uniforms (23)
	British Tropical Uniforms (24)
	British Tropical Uniforms (25)
	British Tropical Uniforms (26)
	British Tropical Uniforms (27)
	British Tropical Uniforms (28)
	British Tropical Uniforms (29)
	British Tropical Uniforms (30)
	British Tropical Uniforms (31)
	British Tropical Uniforms (32)
	British Tropical Uniforms (33)
	British Tropical Uniforms (34)
	British Tropical Uniforms (35)
	British Tropical Uniforms (36)
	British Tropical Uniforms (37)
	British Tropical Uniforms (38)
	British Tropical Uniforms (39)
	British Tropical Uniforms (40)
	British Tropical Uniforms (41)
	British Tropical Uniforms (42)
	British Tropical Uniforms (43)
	British Tropical Uniforms (44)
	British Tropical Uniforms (45)
	British Tropical Uniforms (46)
	British Tropical Uniforms (47)
	British Tropical Uniforms (48)
	British Tropical Uniforms (49)
	British Tropical Uniforms (50)
	British Tropical Uniforms (51)
	British Tropical Uniforms (52)
	British Tropical Uniforms (53)
	British Tropical Uniforms (54)
	British Tropical Uniforms (55)
	British Tropical Uniforms (56)
	British Tropical Uniforms (57)
	British Tropical Uniforms (58)
	British Tropical Uniforms (59)
	British Tropical Uniforms (60)
	British Tropical Uniforms (61)
	British Tropical Uniforms (62)
	British Tropical Uniforms (63)
	British Tropical Uniforms (64)
	British Tropical Uniforms (65)
	British Tropical Uniforms (66)
	British Tropical Uniforms (67)
	British Tropical Uniforms (68)
	British Tropical Uniforms (69)
	British Tropical Uniforms (70)
	British Tropical Uniforms (71)
	British Tropical Uniforms (72)
	British Tropical Uniforms (73)
	British Tropical Uniforms (74)
	British Tropical Uniforms (75)

