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SS-WACHVERBANDE
SS-TOTENKOPFVERBANDE
SS-TOTENKOPF-WACHSTURBANNE
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PREFACE

The Death's Head Formations (SS-Totenkopfverbande, or §5-TV)
were responsible from 1933 until 1939 with the guarding of concentra-
tion camps. The original regiments became highly disciplined, and in
addition to guard duties undertook serious military training. They were
consequently able to participate in the annexation of Austria and the
Sudetenland and the invasion of Czechoslovakia alongside the SS-
Verfugungstruppe (the subject of Volume 3 in the present series). It
was normal practice in all matters concerning dress and equipment to
refer to the SS-VT and the SS-TV, as apart from insignia the uniform
and equipment were identical, and, 1o all intents and purposes, from
1937 the SS-TV was considered to be part of the armed SS
establishement.

In 1939 the original regiments formed the nucleus of the §S Death's
Head Division (5S-Totenkopf-Division), and had nothing more 1o do
with the guarding of concentration camps, evolving instead into ane
of the premier armoured formations of the Waffen-SS. Their former task
was undertaken by specially formed SS Guard Battalions (S5-
Totenkopf-Wachsturmbanne) under the junisdiction of the concentra-
tion camp commandant.

Research into the concentration camps and the Security Police is not
only morally more exacting for any thoughtful student, but practically
more difficult than parallel research into the other armed branches.
Whereas former members of the Waffen-SS are willing to come forward
with memoirs and personal photographs, surviving members of the
Death's Head and Security Police branches, still risking possible pros-
ecution and imprisonment, lay very low.

| would like to thank Hugh Page Taylor. Philip Buss BA(Hons.), F
Ollenschlager, Col. C. M. Dodkins CBE, DSO(Retd ), Stanley Bozich,
David Lee Delich. Jost W. Schneider, and the staff of the Wiener Library,
London, for their invaluable assistance

Note on sources

Frequent references are made in this waork 1o documents which were
collected and used as evidence in the Nuremberg trials and other post-

war judicial proceedings. Those used in this work bear the prefix NO
for Nazi Organisation, NOKW for Nazi Oberkommandao der Wehrmacht,
and USSR for a document submitted by the Soviet authorities. Each
prefix is followed by the document’s number. The Records of the
Reichsfihrer-8S and Chief of the German Police are available from the
National Archives in Washington, DC, and are referred to by the series
prefix RFSS/T-175 followed by the roll and frame number. Unless
otherwise stated all photographs and actual items used 1o illustrate this
publication are from the author's collection. i
Author's note to second edition
There has been surprisingly little published research into the SS-
Totenkopfverbande since this volume first appeared in 1971. There
have been a number of histories of the SS-Totenkopf-Division pub-
lished in Germany, which commence with the formation of the division
and carefully avoid any mention of its nursery years in the ‘guietness
of the concentration camp'. As it happens, the transition from con-
centration camp guatds to élite fighting men of the Waffen-55 is of
sufficient interest to warrant a detailed study of its own
| was unaware of the part played by the police in the setting up of the
concentration camps—particularly that of the Bavarian Political Police
in Dachau. The executive power of the police was later represented
by the physical presence in the concentration camp of an official of
the Reichssicherheitshauptamt, known as the Vernehmungsfuhrer.
In the plates of insignia (Nos. 5-8) none of the cyphers worn at one
time or another by all four Totenkopf regiments were illustrated. The
tegiments 'Oberbayern’. ‘Brandenburg’. and Thiringen” wore the
Gothic letters ‘0. 'B" and 'T' respectively on their shoulder straps. With
the formation of ‘Ostmark’ an new emblem was created for ‘Oberbayern’
while ‘Ostmark’ inherited the '0’. but in a smaller version (see p. 39).
Further points of detail on various insignia are discussed in the Errata
and Addenda (see p. 52).

Andrew Maollo

Sagonne, 1991
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Unit Camp:
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truppe Ostirie

d
5 '_|'I-I_,JD-'.“.:- Elbe
SS-Wachtruppe Sachse ¢

chiruppe Brandenburg QOranienburg und Columbia-Haus

chtruppe Hansa Ha

hau inmates are given their assignments by the duty officer. 1936,

Unit Camp:

SS-Wachsturmbann | Oberbayern  Dachau

w1

Wachsturmbann || Elbe Lichtenburg

i U
3

-Wachsturmbann ||| Sachsen Sacl"sa:*burg

L

SS-Wachsturmbann |V Ostfriesland Esterwegen

SS-W turmbann V Brarde'wburu Oranienburg u. Columbia-Haus

above units with a total strength of 3,500

'.'I_'.;

men were collectively renamed the S5-Totenkopfveroande® In April

poth the SS-VerflUgungstruppe and S5-Totenkopfverbande were

s "organisations in the service of the state”, and placed on the
police budget of the Ministry of the Interior, 19
Service in the S8-TV did not count as fulfilment of the military service

ligations until the Spring of 1839, and boys with the age of sixteen

anted as volunteers for 4 or 12, and officers 25 years.
During their service in the SS-TV volunteers had to complete therr
wlitary service in either the armed forces or SS-VT. Eicke preferred his

and above were ¢

their service in the army, navy or air force, as he was afraid

re to serve in the §3-VT, they might not want to return to

guarding concentration camps.!1 On completion of
xd by Eicke

gither to the army nor the police nor the $5-Verfugung-

NEre reming

struppe; our cohesion is based upon comradeship inherent in our

Natianal Socialist i

July 1937 the five battalions were re-orgamised into three

s (Standarten), with a total strength of 4,449 persons.13
Unit Camp*:

Dachau
Buchenwald

gnhausen

3 Tharingen Sa
In 1938 a fourth regiment was formed in Austrial
1 Ostmark Mauthausen

*On the 1st August concentration camps were

¢
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On the 1st April 1938 the SS-Totenkopfverbande were ofganised as
follows:16

Fihrungsstab mit Nachrichtenstaffel
4 Standarten mit je drel Sturmbanne
je 1 M.G.-Hundertschaft

1 Sanitats-Abteilung

1 Sanitatshundertschaft

H.Q. with Signals Echelon
4 rgts, each with 3 Bns. and
1 M.G. Coy.
1 Medical Battalion
1 Medical Company
each regiment was to have in addition:
1 Kraftfahrstaffel
1 Nachrichtenzug
2 Erganzungseinheaiten**

1 Motor Transport Echelon
1 Signals platoon
2 Supplementary units

On the 17th August, Hitler ordered that in the event of war the four
regiments should be used to strengthen the pelice within the framewaork
of the armed forces, and that the task of guarding camps should be taken
over by older members of the General S5, aged 45 and over, who were
to be called up in the Autumn for military training with the SS-TV. At
the same time 10,000 younger officers and men of the General 5§ were
to be called up as police reinforcements (Paolizeiverstérkung) for the
death’s head regiments themselves, 17

From Octcher 1939 to February 1940 Dachau was cleared of inmates
and used by Eicke for the formation of the SS Death's Head Division
(SS-Totenkopf-Division), from the first four regiments and some of the
police reinforcements. From the 1st November 1939, Eicke ceased to be

** These supplementary units were established both in the army and SS
when Germany reintroduced conscription, for the short-term
training ‘of those who had missed full-time national service, and were
known as the "White year groups” (Weisse Jahrgange). Most
regular units had sub-units for this purpose, which disappeared on
mobilisation, as both the cadres and those they had been training
were swallowed up in the new wave of divisions

Inspector of Concentration Camps, and on the 14th was appointed
commander of the Death’s Head Division, and as such had notiing
more to do with the guarding of concentration camps. On the 16th
February 1943, he was killed in Russia.

From October 1939 the death’s head establishment was divided into two
distinct groups. The first consisting of the four onginal regiments were
to have nothing more (as units) to do with guarding of concentration
camps. They and the police reinforcements were formed into the Death’s
Head Division, and 13 other Death's Head Infantry and 2 cavalry units
which were used at the beginning of the war as police troops.
The second group consisting of the middle-aged General SS reser-
vists took owver the duties of the concentration camp guards, and
were formed into SS Death's Head Guard Battalions (SS-Totenkopf-
Wachsturmbanne). These guards lived in barracks cutside the main
camp compound, and the camp commandant convayad his requirements
for guards to man the watchtowers and outside working parties, via his
adjutant, to the duty officer of the guard battalion (Fiihrer von Dienst,
whose office was outside the camp in the barracks). The duty officer
and the guard battalion were not considered as part of the camp staff
until 1938, when the newly formed guard battalions became part of the
camp establishment under the jurisdiction of the camp commandant.
Not all 8S personnel were allowed inside the camp perimeter. At
Mauthausen, for example, the size of the guard varied from month to
month, but of the average strength of 1,200 SS and Home Guard
(Volkssturm) guards, only 50 SS§ men were allowed inside the camp
itself 18

On the 22nd April 1941 an Operational Main Office (SS-Flhrungs-
hauptamt} directive listed the units and offices which were to be
considered part of the Waffen-SS._ This list included the |nspectorate of
Concentration camps and the death's head guard formations, whose
personnel were now members of the Waffen-55, with the same
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Cn the 5th April 1944 the WVHA listed 20 official concentration camps
and an additional 165 subsidiary labour camps,2? and in August 1944
reported that these camps held 524,286 inmates, *0
The following list gives all the main camps (Hauptlager) which came
under the jurisdiction of the WVHA, and which were thersfore classified
as "official” concentration camps.* 31
Dachau 22, 3.33 —29. 4.45
Sachsenhausen B8.36 — 22 445

Buchenwald bei Weimar** 15, 7.37 —11. 4.45
Flossenblirg/Bayr. Ostmark 3. 5.38 —23. 445
Mauthausen 8. B3B8 — 5. 545
Ravensbriick Th. 5.38 — 21. 4.45
Auschwitz (Poland) *** 20. 540 —18. 1.45
Neuengamme 4, 6,40 — 28. 445
Gross-Rosen 1. 541 — | 245
Natzweiler (Alsace) 26. 741 — 231144
Niederhagen in Wewelsburg 1. 941 — 3, 543
Stufthof (Danzig) 13. 142 —25 145
Arbeitsdorf 8. 442 —11.10.42
Herzogenbusch 5. 143 — . 944
Lublin (Poland) 9, 343 —24 744
Riga-Kaiserwald (Latvia) 15. 343 — 6. 844
Bergen-Belsen 7. 743 —11. 445
Warschau (Poland) 15. 843 — 1. 544
Kauen (Lithuania) 15. 943 —14. 7.44
Vaivara (Estonia) 15. 9.43 — 28, 644
Klooga (Estonia) .43 —19. 9.44
Krakau-Plaszow (Poland) 11. 1.44 —15, 1.45
Mittelbau 281044 — 9. 4.45

* Onthe 28th May 1941 Himmler authorised |dS & BdS to form Arbeitser-
ziehungslager at the expense of the Reich, These detention camps were
to be staffed by Gestapo officials and employees and guarded by hired
persannel, often by auxiliaries such as Estonian, and Lithuanian police.
** This camp was previously known as Ettersberg.

#%* This camp alsa included Auschwitz Il (Birkenau), and Auschwitz |||
(Monowitz).

S5-Obergruppenfuhrer Oswald Pohl, chief of the WVHA, Septen
1942. He wears a “Litewka", a style of tunic which became pop
with senior functionaries. (Dodkins Collection.)
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As the Allied armies overran German occupied Europe, and then
Germany herself, camp after camp was liberated. In some the 55 guards
stayed to surrende la in
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Anatomy of the SS State, p. 401.

Ibid, p. 406. 3. Ibid. p. 429.

Ibid, p. 437. 5. lbid, p. 431.

Eicke to Himmler on 10.8.36, concerning S$5-TV Dok.DC
Pers.Akt./Eicke 37¢c/A.

Anatomy of the SS State, p. 443

Ibid, p. 442,

Soldaten wie andere auch, p. 257.
Nuremberg Interrogation Summary No. 4802.
Anatomy of the §S State, p. 331.
Statistisches Jahrbuch der S5 der NSDAP.
Die Waffen-S5, p. 345.
Ibid.
Soldaten wie
Anatomy :f the SS State, p. 458,
IMT., Vol, VI, p. 459,
Zusammensetzung der Waffen-SS issued by the S5-Fuhrungs-
Hauptamt (Kommandoamt der Waffen-55) Abt. Ta/Ne/Qe.
Tgb. Nr. 2825/41 geh. Dated 16.7.41. Quoted in full in “Soldaten
wie andere auch”, p. 301,
|bid.
Anatomy of the §§
Ibid. p. 486
Interrogation report No, PWIS(H)/LDC/477.
Nuremberg document D/748,

D/745a.

D/746b.

D/749h.

1038, p. 79.

dere auch,, Document 6, pp. 252-259

tate, p. 461,

% NO-020.

7 NO-399,
List compiled from the International Tracing Service publication
“Haftstatten unter dem Reichsfuhrer-8S (1833-1945)."
Nuremberg Military Tribunals Document NO-B088.
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SS-BAUBRIGADEN UND SS-EISENBAHNBAUBRIGADEN
§S Construction and Railway Construction Bridges

From 1942 onwards the principal concentration camps organised mokile
brigades of inmates, whose principal tasks until the end of the war, were
the clearing of bomb debris, bomb disposal, and the repairing of raillway
[ines.
The averall commander of these units, which were numbered consecu-
tively, was the Leader of SS Construction Brigades (Fuhrer der
Baubrigaden) in office group C (Amtsgruppe C. Bauwesen) of the
WVHA. The actual work was supervised by a works manager (Bauleiter),
and the guards were provided by the concentration camp responsible for
the brigade.
The 1st SS Construction Brigade (for abroad) (1.5S-Baubrigade fur das
Ausland) was formed in September/October 1842 as an outside
working party from inmates of Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp.
From October 1942 to March 1943, the brigade was employed in and
around Diisseldorf and Duisburg. and on the 22nd December 1943 was
transferred to Alderney in the Channel Islands under the command of
Neuengamme Concentration Camp. where it constructed gun emplace-
ments and strong points. In July 1944 it was sent back to the Continent
where it was-employed in Tours;, Kortemark, Sollstedt and Hohistedt,
The brigade had a strength of some 1,000 inmates consisting of the
following :

500 Russian prisoners-of-war and partisans.

180 German work-dodgers, habitual criminals, political prisoners,

especially ex-members of the International Brigades in Spain.
130 Polish political prisoners.
60 Dutchmen.
25 Czechs, political prisoners and those caught attempting to join
the allies,
20 Frenchmen and other nationalities.

The following brigades are known to have existed :1

Brigade Formed Camp

I, 85-Baubrigade 1042 Sachsenhausen
II. $S-Baubrigade (u. Eisenbahnkdo,) 442 Neuesngamme
1. SS-Baubrigade "B, 942 Buchenwald
|V, S§5-Baubrigade 24. 843 Buchenwald
V. S8-Baubrigade 2, 143 Sachsenhausen
IX. $S-Baubrigade (Eisenbahnkdo.) 117.44 Sachsenhausen
1. S§S-Eisenbahnbaubrigade 12. 844 Buchenwald
2. SS-Eisenbahnbaubtigade® 16 944  Auschwitz

3, SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade 21044 Buchenwald

B. S5S-Eisenbahnbaubrigade 21.11.44 ‘Sachsenhausen
10. S5-Eisenbahnbaubrigade 2. 1.456 Buchenwald
11. SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade 15. 2.45 Buchenwald
12. 5§S-Eisenbahnbaubrigade 24.12.44 ‘Sachsenhausen
13. 5S-Fisenbahnbaubrigade 18. 1.456 Sachsenhausen

UNIFORM

Mempers of S8 Construction and Railway Construction Brigades wore
concentration camp, or old surplus German military clothing, with their
natignality or offence badge and their number. Members of the
detachments assigned by the camp 1o guard the prisoners wore their
normal uniform, with no distinctive insignia.

* Alsp called 7. Eisenbahnbaukrigede:

1. Haftstatten unter dem Reichsfunrer-SS, pp. 246-258.

11
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INSPEKTION DER KONZENTRATIONSLAGER UND SS-WACH-
VERBANDE

INSPEKTION DER SS-TOTENKOPFVERBANDE UND KONZEN-
TRATIONSLAGER

GENERALINSPEKTEUR DER VERSTARKTEN SS-TOTENKOPF
STANDARTEN

On July 4th 1934 SS-Oberflihrer Theodor Eicke was appointed
Inspector of Concentration Camps and Guard Formations, and in 1935
an inspectorate was established with 115 headquarters at Block F.,
Friedrichstrasse 129, Berlin NW 7

On the 2nd August 1936 the inspectorate was moved to Oranienburg,
on the outskirts of Berlin, near the new concentration camp of Sachsen-
hausen, where it remained until the end of the war

In August 1937 the staff of the inspectorate consisted of 43 persons

In 1939 the Inspectorate of Death’s Head Units and Concentration
camps. was reorganised as the General Inspectorate of Reinforced
Death's Head Regiments,

In November 1939 Eicke left the inspectorate 1o take command of the
Death's Head Division.

Until SS-Brigadetluhrer Richard Glucks tock over as Inspector Con-
centration Camps (Reichsiuhrer-SS-Inspektaurder Konzentrationslager),
Hauptamtschef August Heissmeyer was in temporary charge. From
August 1940 until March 1942 the Inspectorate came under the
SS-Fuhrungshauptamt under SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Jitner.

On the 16th March 1942 the concentration camps were subordinated to
85 Economic and Administrative Main Office (8S-Wirtschaftsver-
waltungshauptamt-WWVHA) as Office Group D (Amitsgruppe D). This
office had taken increasing interest in concentration camps as a source

of labour for its numerous economic eénterprises. The chief of the WVHA
until the end was SS-Obergrupoenfuhrer Oswald Pohl
Inspectors . SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Theodor Ficke
SS-Brigadeflhrer Richard Glicks

4734 — 11.39
342 — . 545

SANITATS-ABTEILUNG SS-TOTENKOPFVERBANDE
SANITATS-ABTEILUNG SS-TOTENKOPFSTANDARTEN
The Medical Battalion of the S5-TV was zttached to the Inspectorate of
S5 Death's Head Units and Concentration Camps. and was responsible
for the health of $§-TV personnel, In December 1938 its total strength
was 13 officers:and 205 other ranks,

Commanders ; 55-Staf. Dr. Kenzken

TRUPPENVERWALTUNGSAMT

This office was responsible for all administrative matters concerning the
§8-TV. In December 1938 it employed 35 persons.

STABSNACHRICHTENZUG SS-TV

This Motorised Signals Platoon was at the disposal of the Inspectorate
of §8 Death's Head Units and Concentration Camps. In December 1838
its total strength was 2 officers and 35 other ranks



S$5-STURMBANN "“DACHAU"/WACHTRUPPE
“OBERBAYERN' DER ALLGEMEINEN-SS
SS-WACHSTURMBANN | “OBERBAYERN"
SS-TOTENKOPFSTANDARTE 1 "OBERBAYERN"
SS-TOTENKOPF-REKRUTEN-STANDARTE “OBERBAYERN"

n June 19 3 ' SS-Obertuhrer Theodor E command of

corrupt and

Dachau conceniration camp. and
emoralised guard detachment of barely 120 men. Eicke immediately

smissed 60 men and set about improving the discipline and morale of
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S55-SONDERKOMMANDO 3 Commanders: 85-Sthptf.** Karl Koch
SS-WACHKOMMANDO “SACHSENBURG" S5-Sthptf. Herman Pistor
SS-WACHSTURMBANN Il “ELBE" S5-Staf. Paul Nostitz
SS-WACHSTURMBANN IIl “SACHSEN" 5S-Stubaf, Heimo Hierthes
SS-TOTENKOPFSTANDARTE 3 “THURINGEN"
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SS-TOTENKOPFSTANDARTE 4 “"OSTMARK"™

Formed on the 1st April 1938 by order of the Reichsfuhrer-S5. near

wilv-built concentration camp at Mauthausen.

Signals company

wvas formed in Berlin-Ad

eath’'s Head Ba

In July

~e (5S§-Heimwenr Danzig)
nad become an independent unit, a new
er of 1840 In May 1940 the

in Prague, and

* Steyr according to the 1938 S5

Duty N.CO. with gorget, and members of S5-Sonderkommando
Sachsen (PB S§S 3) inservice dress, 1934 ( ?). The building shown above

and appasite has not been idenufied. It could be either the entrance 1o
Ett

berg Concentration camg, or the unit s barracks,
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SS-STURMBANN GOTZE
SS-HEIMWEHR DANZIG

Beginning in October 1938, the third battalion of the 4th 5§

Berlin-Adlershof under 55-0stubaf

the Danzig Senate had decided to form a
nsibility for this was taken over by tl

Regiments (Panze

personnel distributec

Commander: 55-0

Die Waffen-55.. p

2. Ibid., pp. 419-20 The Danzig Home Defence, August 1939, (Heinrich Hoffmann.)



Wds

1940,

SS-WACHSTURMBANN EIMANN

This unit was formed on the 3rd July 1339, following the closure

Lilre

Danzig Senate, asa Police Reinforcement Battalion (Polizeiverstarkungs-

sturmbann) on the orders of $S5-Brigaf, Schater and with the assistance
af SS District Nortl
The battalion consisted of 4 campanies (Hundertschaften) and & motor
transpaort Echelon (Kra

From July until September 1939 th

action in and around

g. During Hitler's wisit the batt

carned out sé

uUrity guties in

Oliva and Danzig. while anies guarded Hitler's H.Q. in

Zoppot
civililans were taken
tutthof and Grenzdort,
where two companies of the battalion a

ainning of 1940 Himmler ordered the battalion to be d sbhanded,

UNIFORM

Members of the battalion wore n Danzig

nolice uniforms, although during his post-war interrogation Eimann

could not remember it the peen lassued with

1. Einsatzgruppen in Polen., Heft 2, p. 192-5. Bericht Uber Aufstellung,
“insatz und Tatigkeit des SS-Wachsturmbann E

=
2. Einsatzgruppen in Polen., pp. 83-84.
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SS-TOTENKOPFSTANDARTE 5 “"DIETRICH ECKHARDT"™

The last peacetime Death’s Head Regiment. was formed in the spring of
1939, and was organised as follows:

Stab H.Q.
| Stuba. (1.— 4. Schitzen-Sturm) st Bn. (1st-4th Rifle coys.)
[l Stuba. (5— 8. Schutzen-Sturm) Z2nd Bn. [5 -Bth Rifle coys
Il Stuba. (9.—12, Schutzen-Sturm) 3rd 1-12th Rifle coys.)

s Head Division the regiment was

)
!

)

1
=3

(.LJ

Shortly after the formation of the Death's
renumbered the 13th.

WILDDIEB-KOMMANDO ORANIENBURG
SS-SONDERKOMMANDO DIRLEWANGER

Formed on the 15th June 1940, on 5S-Ogruf. Gottlob Berger's
suggestion, from convicted poachers serving in concentration camps,

and known as Poacher Commando Oranienburg, [1s commander, Oskar

Dirlewanger, was a recently |'E!I-:.'.=.5:Et". concentration camp inmate, newly
the SS with the rank of SS-Ostuf. Trz
the bth SS Death's Head Regiment, and in September 1940

three hundred men were transported to the General Government, where

commissioned in

aining ‘was carried

out by

they were employed both fighting par
On the 28th January
the status of the SS Special Commande Dirlewanger, as that
volunteer formation of the Waffen-8S

55-0stuf. (later 55-0berf ) Oskar Dirlewanger

tisans and guarding labourers

1842 Himmler issued a directive which established

Commander:

SS-TOTENKOPF-ERGANZUNGS-STURMBANN 1I1*
SS-PIONIEREIHEIT z.b.V. (t-mot.)

Thought to have been formed in Breslau in 1938, and disbanded after

service in the Polish campaign, as a semi-motornised engineer unit under

army command. lts personnel were di
Death's Head Guard Formations.!

stributed to the Waffen-55 or

UNTERFUHRERSCHULE

With the re-organisation in April 1936 of the SS Death's Head units, an

ooy

}.C.0.'s school was formed. Its permanent staff in May 1937 was

79 persons?it is thought that the school was disbanded in July 1937

v battalic

5[|OJJ|I to have existe

1. Der Freiwillige. No. 1. January 187
2. Statistiches Jahrbuch der SS der

Q. pp. 16-17
NSDAFP, 1937, p. B1

Schafer with members of the Danzig

2 ) who were attached to Eimann's Guard Battalion,

autumn 1939. (National Archives.)



SS-AUSBILDUNGSLAGER TRAWNIKI

In 1943 SSPF Lublin SS-Gruf. Odilo Globocnik obtained Himmler's
consent to form a Russian® concentration camp guard unit. and
established a training camp which was attached to the Forced Labour
Camp at Trawniki** near Lublin in the General Government.

Hoess in his memoirs recalls that “As might have been expected, these
guards, who were called police were unreliable. A company of them was
given to me to Auschwitz. After a short time 15 fled, taking with them all
the weapans and ammunition they could lay their hands on, and during
the chase that followed they engaged their pursuers with fire, which
resulted in the deaths of three junior officers, All of them were re-
captured. except three who managed to make theirescape. The company
was immediately disbanded and distributed among all the concentration

camps.”3

During the destruction of the Warsaw Ghetio betwsen April and May
1943 a battalion of "Trawniki Manner” consisting of 2 officers and
335 men provided a cordan around part of the Ghetto.#

With effect from the 13th August 1943 the training camp and the Forced
Labour Camp were taken over by the WVHA, while the training camp
came under the official supervision of the commander of Lublin
Concentration Camp. 3

* |1 appears that most of the personnel were Ukrainian.
*#% This came under the category of a Forced Labour Camp (Zwangar-
beitslager—ZAL), and was known as SS-Arbeitslager Trawnikl.
Its main industry was the preparation of furs for 8§ winter clothing.

3. Commandant of Auschwitz, pp. 232-3,
4, NO 1061.
5. MO 1927,

SERVICE DRESS 1933-1940

Members of the SS-Totenkopfverbénde wore the same black service
uniform as both the Allgemeine-SS and 55-Verflgungstruppe (see
Volume 1, pages 8-16, and Volume 3. pages 28-32). As in the SS-VT,
drill uniforms were used extensively to protect the black service umform,
In March 1936, it was ordered that an earth-brown (erdbraun) duty
uniform should be worn inside the concentration camp. It was not to be
worn by sentries at the main gate, who were on view to the public, oras a
walking-out dress. The earth-brown uniform consisted of field cap, tunic
and breeches, which were identical in cut to their black counterparts.
The tunic was worn with collar patches shoulder cords and the NSDAP
brassard, which could be removed in the field. The national emblemn, and
armband were not to be worn on the brown tunic.! This uniform was still
being warn at the beginning of the war.

In 1937 the SS-TV began to be issued with the field-grey field service
uniform, which was already in use in the SS-VT (see Volume 3 page 35).
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SERVICE DRESS 1940-15945

By 1940 all concentration camip guards had been equipped with at |east
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1 Cloth trousers. long. field-grey T Belt buckle
1 Cloth greatcoat, field-grey 1 Bayonet frog
| Field cap, field-grey Thi

Pr, lace-up ankle boots




AUSSTATTUNGSSOLL FUR BEKLEIDUNG UND AUSRUSTUNG
DER AUSFSEHERINNEN IN DEN KONZENTRATIONSLAGERN

Issue clothing and equipment for female overseers in concentration
camps.
|. Clothing.
a. Normal clothing
Cloth jacket.
Cloth tunic.
Cloth greatcoat with hood.
Waterproof woollen cape
Drill jacket
Drill skirt {divided).

Cap (boat shaped)

Blouse, grey

Stockings. wool,
Stockings. wool.
Tie. black.
Sweater, woaol.
b. Winter clothing.
Cap with ear-muffs.
Scarf, wool,
Sacks. wool
Tricot shirt,
Knickers, wool.
Gloves, wool.
Il. Footwear,
Guard boots.
Ankle boots.
Ill. Equipment®.
Bread bag.
Bread bag strap.
Water bottle.
Whistle,
Whistle laryard.
Dust and sun glasses.
* Only issued to overseers of outside working parties (Aussen-
Kommandos).

1. Wirtschafts-u. Verwaltungsanordnungen, August 1844, p. 29,

Left to nght

\Very early photograph of SS concentration camp guards wearing drill
uniform with the early service cap. Probably taken in Dachau in 1933.
Members of SS-Sonderkommando Sachsen (SS PB.3). 1934 (?).
(Bozich Collection.)
Death’s head personnel
(Bozich Collection.)

in the earth-grey service uniform. 1937,
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Duty N.C.O. (Unterfihrer vom Dienst)
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Political Section, who was a member o

(Bozich Collection.)

f the Secunty Police

with gorget, and leader

Wache




55-Hauptsturmfuhrer Campe gives his orders to Block Leaders {Block-
} Mevyer, Saathoff, Hohmann, Kramer. Schroter and Seifert,
chsenhausen 1940 ( ?). (Wiener Library.)

w
o
L8]

photograph was probably taken in 1839/40, 1t Is likely that this man
was responsible for training reservists who had been called up to replace
the regular guards. The same man also appears in the photographs on
page 22 all of which were found in an album by an American soldier
at the end of the war. All the photographs are reproduced by the
courtesy of Stanley J. Bozich.

STAHLHELME
Steel helmets

The following information complements the section on steel helmets
in Vol. 3. pages 398-41, and is also applicable to the SS8-TV.

In August 1935 the RFSS ordered that all members of the S5-VT., TV.
and officers’ schools must have the new pattern escutcheon on their
steel helmets. The escutcheons were to be painted in oil paint, so that all
units taking part in the Nuremberg Rally will have the new pattern
escutcheons on their helmets.!

The Chief of the S5 Main Office amended the above order on the
14th August, as the new pattern escutcheons, In the form of transfers,
had been orderad from the firm of C. A, Pocher G.m.b.H. Nirnberg-A.,
at the cost of Rm 25 —per 1,000 pairs.2

On the 1st November 1935, the Chief of the $5 Main Office made it
known that since the Ministry of War (Reichskriegsministerium) was
due to deliver the new M.35 steel helmet for field service at the end of the
year. the proposed grey-green cover for the black steel helmet will not be
introduced.

1. Order of the Chief of the §S Main Office to all units of the §S-VT,
dated 12th August 1935. See RFSS T-354 414/4133167.

2. RFSS T-354 414/4133164,
RFSS T-354 414/2674053.



KRAGENSPIEGEL
Collar patches

In the Allgemeine-5S and the Politische Bereitschafien the a
was Identified by the colour of the stripes ) byt

the armband 2 Volume 1
re the batta

(1-¥). while other ranks wore the company (Hundertsc

> numerals

In the SS-TV. officers wo Roman numerals

101

aft} number

arabic numerals on the right collar patch underneath the

T~ ¥ - ~ e R T = . } B -
I he Tirst pe death’s head which 15 thought to have ntroduce
in 1935, and from which the unit dernved 1ts her crudel

gmbroidered in aluminium wire. The death’
embroidered in alumimium wire until April

that in future aluminium er

field-grey uniform because

On the Tst July 1937 the five

sed into three

(later five) regiments, and the pra attalion number
on the right collar patch by officers was discontinued

In 1838 a fourth regiment was formed in Austria, and it is thought that

by this time the company number had been changed to the re

number.2

In May 1940 it was ordered that in future collar the
death’'s head and numerals and letters wol 1, The

position and design of the

horizontal to the vertical position, sc

left (see Plate 11, fig. 1.). At the same time the wearing of the death’s

o

head on both c

ir patches was forbidden. 3
RFSS T-175 165/2685049

See photograph on page 14

—

(% I o

Ausfuhrungsbestimmun

1/3 1501 Ziff. 7. See also

Hauptamt H.u.B. vom 19.6.1940

Member of SS-Sturmbann Dachau wearing the RZM model 55 stes

helmet. (SlUddeutscher Verlag.)




SCHULTERSTUCKE/SCHULTERKLAPPEN
Shoulder straps

The same shoulder cords were worn by members of the 55-TV. on the
black service uniform, as by members of the Allgemeine-SS and SS-TV.
(see Volume 1, pp. 21.36).

The first army pattern shoulder straps (Schulterklappen) were made of
earth-brown cloth for wear with the brown service uniform, but in
April 1936 Eicke ordered that members of the SS-TV. were to have the
same shoulder straps as the $S-VT.1 At first these shoulder straps were
made of black cloth with rounded ends and black and aluminium piping,
and from July 1937 bore the regimental number in grey silk chain stitch.
Gradually these shoulder straps were replaced by the plain pattern with
pointed ends.

In March 1936, officers were ordered to wear the same shoulder straps
as their counterparts in the SS-VT., but without badges (Namenzug).?
In December 1940 SS-TV. officers were reminded that by the 37st
December they must equip themselves with shoulder straps with black
underlay, and light brown piping and bronzed metal stars.?

1. Eicke to commanders of all S§-TV. units dated 6.4.36. See RFSS
T-175 165/268560853.

2. Order dated 9.3.36. See RFSS T-175 155/2685059-60 incl,

3, RFSS T-175 173/2707803-4.

SS-DIENSTGRADE/SS-DIENSTSTELLUN GEN
SS Ranks and appointments

The §8-TV. continued to use the General S8 rank titles, and unlike the
SS-VT. did not use the prefix ‘Staffel’ to the ranks SS-Bewerber,
SS-Anwirter and SS-Mann, Because of their specialised duties, a
number of special titles were used in the running of concentration camps,

which should not be mistaken for §S ranks. The most commonly used
titles were as follows:

Kommandant Camp commandant wha usually held rank
of $5-Stubaf, up to and including 5S-Staf.
Officer in charge of the protective custody
camp itself, Usually held rank of SS-Ustuf.
up to and including 5S-Hstuf. The larger
camps had two such officers who were on
duty alternately for 24 hours,

N.C.O. usually with the rank of S5-Hscha,
was responsible for the roll calls which
were held as many as three times a day. He
reported to the Schutzhaftlagerfdhrer the
total of effectives after each rall call.
Kompanie-bzw, Blockihrer N.C.O. usually with rank of §5-Scha. was
responsible for discipline, cleanliness and
order in the blocks under his authority. He
relied for the execution of his orders on the
senior block inmate, and senior barrack
inmate, both of whom enjoyed special
privileges.

Labour service leader held N.C.O. rank and
was responsible for the allocation and
selection of work parties.

N.C.0, in charge of outside work party.

SehutzhaftlagerfUhrer

Rapportfuhrer

ArbeitsdienstfUhrer

Kommando-Fuhrer

Femala overseers had special rank titles which are believed to have been
the same as those prescribed for female helpers. See Vol. 5, p. 40.
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SS-WACHVERBANDE 1933-1936°

1. Collar patch for non-commussioned ranks in the S5 Battalio

Dachau (SS-Sturmbann Dachau

2. Collar patch for officers of the batta

(Hundertschafien) of the SS Guard/De

3. Collar patch for members of the battalior

the statf of the V/55 Death’'s Head Bat

4. Collar patch for other ranks in the con

talion " Brar |:_|—_-‘|.'.-.I‘;_I

RIVELLs

Death’'s Head Battalions (here, 14th Company)

b. Armband for all ranks in the | 5§ Guard/Death’'s Head Battalic

and the commandant s staff of Dachau Camp

‘sstaff of Lichter

and the commandant

ranks in the Il S8

8. Armband for all

talion and the ce

9. Armband for all ranks inthe V SS Guar

2-6.T-175155/268497-84 in

* On the 29th March 1936 these units

the SS-Totenkopfverbande, and the Wa

berg and Sulza camps

I
o

d/Death’s Battalior

were collectively renamec

nsturmbanne (battalio

band far allranks in the |l 55 Guard/Death’'s Head Battalion

v's Head Bat-

Y

ns)

and Wachsturmen (Companies) were then called Totenkopsturm-

banne and Totenkopfstirmen respectively
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PLATE 2 INSPEKTION DER KONZENTRATIONSLAGER UND
§S-WACH/TOTENKOPFVERBANDE

1. Collar patch for all ranks on the staff of the Leader of §§ Death’s Head
Units (Flhrer der SS-Tatenkopfverbande).

2. Armbadge worn on the lower left sleeve by all officers in the SS-TV
with the rank of S5-Staf. and above.

3. 1st pattern armband for all ranks on the staff of the Leaderof SS Death's
Head Units.

4. 2nd pattern armband for all ranks on the staff of the Inspector of
Congentration Camps and SS Death’s Head Units. Introduced in
July 1937.

1. RFSS T-176 155/2684971-84 incl.

3. RES5 T-175 155/2685059.

4. This armband was originally intended for all members of the SS-TV
in January 1936. See RFSS T-175 1565/2685065-66. The first
prototypes were produced by the S5 Admin. office, but were
rejected in July 1937 because they had been praduced in Sutterlin
script reserved exclusively for the LAH, The next pattern was
produced in gothic script and was accepted. See RFSS T-175
155/2684880,

PLATE 3 LAGERKOMMANDANTUR DER KONZENTRATION-
SLAGER UND STANDORT-KOMMANDANTUR SS-OBER-
ABSCHNITT SUDWEST

1. Collar patch for commandants of concentration camps up to and
including the rank of SS-Ostubaf,

2. Collar patch for N.C.0O."s and men on the staff of the camp com-
mandant, and the garrison commandant’s office of SS District South
West, including the special commando (Sonderkommando SS-0A.
Sldwest), until July 1937 *

3. 2nd patterr collar pateh for officers and N.C.O.'s on the staff of a
camp commandant.**

4 Armbadge worn on the lower right sleeve by N.C.0."s and men on the
staff of the camp commandant.

PLATE 4 SS-UBUNGSLAGER UND WIRTSCHAFTSBETRIEBE
DACHAU

1. Collar patch for non-commissioned members of the staff of S
Training Camp Dachau.

2. Collar patch for members of the staff of the §S Clothing Depot
Dachau (SS-Bekleidungslager Dachau). and SS Economic Enterprises
(SS-Wirtschaftsbetriebe).

3. Armband introduced in September 1935 for members of the staff of
S8 Training Camp Dachau,

4. Armband wom until June 1937 by members of the staff of SS
Economic Enterprises Dachau.

5. Armband for permanent personnel of SS Training Camp Dachau.

1. 55-Preisliste Nr 1., Dezember 1934, p. 12.

2. RFS5 T-175 155/2684893.

3. Verfligung des Chefs des Verwaltungsamtes SS IV/V Ch.Az.53/35
von 27.9.35.

4. In June 1937 the guestion arase as to whether or not parsonnel of
the S5 Econaomic Enterprises were subordinate to the commandant
(Platzkommandant) of the S5 Training Camp Dachau, It was
decided that they were, and so they automatically became part of
the commandant’'s staff, and their insignia nos. 2 and 4 was
replaced by nos. 1 and 5.

9. Introduced by order of the RFSS, dated 18.6.37. See RFSS T-1758
1656/2684878.

* This collar patch was also worn by members of the Sonderkom-
mando des Wurtemburgischen Politischen Landespalizéiamits. See
Chief of the SS-HA to SS-0A. Sudwest., 18th August 1936
RESS T-175 158/26 BRG0.

** The December 1834 issue of the SS-Befehls-Blatt announced that
members of the staff of the camp commandant should wear an
armband “Kdtr" followed by the name of the camp, but again this
armband is notincluded in the SS price list dated 19th January 1935,
1-4. See appendix 4.
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PLATE 5 SS-TOTENKOPF-STANDARTE 1 "OBERBAYERN"’

. Collar patch for N.C.O.'s and men in the centuries. Here 12th.
. Collar patch for all ranks in the regiment, which was introduced in

1937/8.

. 3rd pattern shoulder strap for other ranks.
. 1st pattern armband for all ranks.
. 2nd pattern armband for all ranks.

1. RFSS T-175 155/26884971 and 2684650.

2. See photograph on page 14.

3. The 1st pattern introduced in March 1936 had no numeral. In
October 1938 when it was decided to change the armband, there
was some discussion as to what should be worn an the shoulder
strap in place of the letter O. A death’s head was suggested, but
the final choice was number 1. See RFSS T-175 155/2684668,

4. In September 1938 this pattern was replaced by a pattern with the
death’s head on i1, but since there were 3,000 of the old pattern still
in stock, it was decided that the old should be worn on field-grey
while stocks last. and that the new pattern should be worn on the
black uniform. See RFSS T-175 165/2684651.

5. §S-Befehlsblatt., Nr 3, 25.3.38 Ziff 19. Also RFSS T-175
155/2684669.

PLATE 6 SS-TOTENKOPF-STANDARTE 2 “BRANDENBURG"’

1. Collar patch for officers up to and including the rank of $5-Ostubaf,

PLATE 7 SS-TOTENKOPF-STANDARTE 3 “THURINGEN"

1. Collar patch for officers up to and including the rank of $5-Ostubaf,
2. Collar patch for N.C.Q.'s and men. Here 15th Century.
3. 3rd pattern shoulder sirap for other ranks
4. Armband for all ranks in the regiment. and on the staff of the
Commandant of Hottelstedt camp.
1. RFSS T-175 1565/2684971-84.
4, RFSS T-175 155/2684890-09,

PLATE 8 SS-TOTENKOPF-STANDARTE 4 “OSTMARK' UND
SS-HEIMWEHR DANZIG

1. Collar patch for officers up to and including the rank of $S-Ostubaf.
2. Collar patch for other ranks in bath units.
3. 3rd pattern shoulder strap for other ranks in the 4th SS Death’s Head
Regiment.
4. Armband for all ranks in the 4th SS Death's Head Regiment,
introduced in September 1938,
5. Armband for all ranks in the Danzig Home Defence.
4. Mittellungsblatt der RZM. Nr 19., 10.9.38, p. 185.
b. See photograph on page 18,

PLATE 9 SANITATS-ABTEILUNG SS-TOTENKOPFVERBANDE

1. Collar patch for officers up to and including the rank of SS-Ostubaf

2. Armbadge for officers in the medical battalion who were qualified
doctors.

3. Armbadge for qualified medical orderlies.

2. Collar patch for N.C.Q.'s and men, Here 24th Century,
3. 3rd pattern shoulder strap for other ranks.
4. Armband for all ranks.

1-3. RFSS T-175 155/2684971-84 incl.

4. Armband for all ranks.

1. RFSS T-176 155/2684890-98,
2-3. RFSS T-175 155/2684830.
4. SS-Preisliste., April 1939, p. 7.
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PLATE 10 SS-RAUTEN

1. Armbadge worn on the lower gnt slee non-comin 1155 ed
f C 1 | amp G = 1T
on the | i eft ey - y the 5S-TV

3. Introduced by 55 order dated 13th December 1939
of the NSKK who had rep

Heaad
nead

permission of the Fuhrer on the 16th November 1939,

4 |:‘|f!':_‘:;!,-":“-" o
for all members of the SA who had reporied voluntari

the SS Death’s Head Units.
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PLATE 11 INSPEKTION K.L. UND SS-TOTENKOPFWACH-
STURMBANNE 1940-1945
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SCHUTZENABZEICHEN
Marksmanship badges

The information on this page is primarily a supplement to Volume 3, but
is also applicable 1o the SS-TV

On the 13th October 1938 the Staff Leader (StabsfUhrer) of S5 District
Elbe. wrote to the Chief of the SS Main Office asking if SS members
returning from service in the armed forces were allowed to wear their
marksman’s lanyard (Schutzenschnur) on SS uniform.! In reply the
SS Main Office wrote that the wearing of the lanyard was not allowed,
but that the shooting badges of the Reichswehr (a series of aluminium
braid stripes and chevrons) awarded to members of the §S before the
1st June 19356, may be worn on the left cuff of the SS service dress
tunic.2

A draft institution order dated November 1937, laid down the rules for
the award of an §§8 Shooting Badge (55-Schiessabzeichen), which had
been approved by the Fuhrer on the 24th February 1937, It was 1o be
awarded in four classes and worn on the lower right sleeve. Members of
the SS-VT. were eligible, and the standards for each award corres-
ponded to army regulations (H-Dv. 240).3 It appears that this badge was
never awarded to members of the SS, and in January 1938 it was
decided to award the badge to members of the German Reichs Veterans
League (Deutscher Reichskriegerbund). as the SS Shooting Badge. 4

A draft institution order of the ReichsfUhrer-SS dated November 1937
described an SS-VT. Shooting Badge (Schutzenabzeichen der S5-V.T.).
It was to be awarded 1o other ranks for proficiency with rifle, heavy and
light machine-guns. " The oval silver pin-on badge. for wear on the right
breast pocket, was to be awarded in three classes

Il Shooting Class

| Shooting Class

Sharpshooting Class

Without lower cakleaf

With two lower oakleaves

With three lower oakleaves

The class of the sharpshooting badge (1-10) was to be engraved on the
top of the oakleaf wreath. A battalion could order badges from the
workshop of Gahrin Munich, Marieannenstrasse 3. for the inclusive cost

per 1000, of 0.74 Rm.5 It appears that the badge was never in fact
introduced,

SS-ARMELABZEICHEN
Armbadges

In addition to those illustrated in Volume 3. pp. 67-8. an Armourer
Candidate (SS-Watfenwarter) on completion of his course at the Army
Armourers School (Heereswaffenmeisterschule) Berlin-Lichtenburg.
was entitled to wear the army armourer sergeant’s armbadge on the

lower right sleeve.®

For motorised units of the SS-VT, special badges of rank were introduced
for wear on overalls and greatcoats on the 25th April 1936.7 The badges
consisted of a system of stripes which were worn on the upper right arm,
15 cms below the shoulder. The stripes were made of aluminium braig
for driving overalls, and white rubber for the rubberised greatcoat, and
were 8 cms long by 1 c¢m wide. The distance between each stripe was
0.3 cm. In September 1937 the order was amended. so that the stripes
went right round the arm.8

Field officers (SS-Hstuf. and above) 3 siripes
Company officers (55-Ustuf. and §5-0stuf.) 2 stripes
(SS-Unterflhrer) 1 stripe

1. RFSS T-175 155/2685008.

2. RFSS T-175 1565/2685010. See also photograph on page 1 of
"Das Schwarze Korps” of the 12th June 1935, which shows an
officer of $5-Wachkommando Sachsenburg wearing these badges.

. RESS T-175 165/2684812-7,

.RF55 T-175 165/3684789-90,

.RFSS T-175 1565/2684810-1,

. RFSS5T-175 155/2684302

. S5-Befehls-Blatt., Nr. 4, 25.4.36, Ziff. 2.

. $S-Befehls-blatt., Nr. 9, 25.8.37. Ziff. 2.
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TRODDELN
Bayonet knots

Although bayonet knots were issued. they did not at first dentify the
company or battalion of the wearer, but were of a standard pattern
(Einheitstroddel). When the various battalions were re-organised into
regiments the system of colours to denote the company and battalion
was introduced.

1. Junior non-commissioned officers’ (Unterfuhrer ohne Portepee)

bayvanet knot (troddei).
2. Other ranks’ bayonet knot

1. RFSS T-155/26850

1936.
2. Ibid.

[p

0 SS-Hauptamt document dated 9th March

SS-AUSRUSTUNG
SS Equipment

The same equipment was issued to both the SS-VT. and SS-TV.
(see Volume 3, pages 76-81).
During the war concentration camp guards were issued with the
following basic items of equipment !

1 Waist belt

1 Belt buckle

| Bayonet frag
To this was added :

1 Bread bag

1 Pair ammunition pouches

Fistal noister

1. V.Bl.d.W.S55., 1942, item 92

Sword knot (Sabeltroddel) for N.C.O.'s with rank of $5-Unterschar-

fiikrer and S$S-Scharfuhrer (Unterfuhrer ohne Portepee)

Sword knot for S5-Mann up to SS-Rottenfihrer {SS-Mannschaften).
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SS-SPIELMANNSZUGE UND SS-MUSIKZUGE
SS Corps of drums and bands

Prior to the recrganisation of the five battalions into three regiments

which took place in July 1937, each Death's Head battalion, with

e 1V, had a battalion strength band (§S-Musikzug

drums,

egiments "Oberbayern”, and “"Brandenburg

are known to have had bands, and the existence of a trum banner of

4th regiment "Ostmark”, suggests that it too had a band.

§S GROSSE TROMMEL (PAUKE)
SS Bass drum

A letter from the Reichsflihrer-SS to the chiet of the S8 Main OHice,
dated 31st June 1936 desc ass drums should be painted

in time for the 1936 Part

The drums of the Death’s Head Battalions w

¥

2 1o be painted as follows !

"SS5S {Kleiner Totenkopf) Sturmbann "'

1. RFSS T-175 150/2678588

“Jingling Johnnie"”

ndenburg’.

y
i

2.4
K

b @6 ¢andarlcl
randenburg

Death’s

Regiment
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SS-FAHNEN UND SS-STANDARTEN

S§S-flags and standards
In September 1936 the five

with battalion flags at Nuremberg. !

In September 1937, follo

into 4 regiments, it i1s lrmugh: that each regiment

regimental standard and three batta

had only two battalions, the march plan for the 193

shows three, 2

Itwas usual Germany army pra
and roman numerals for battalion

“"Ostmark™ or 1st Bn.
appears however that in the cas

can be
IS 1i‘.|_.L_-gf'|-'_
Brandenburg'

this rule was not observed, as
uced opposite
Death’s Head Regiment

. wet 'I|,|

f roman numerals were used to designate th

it seems logical that the same syste

wing the re-organisation of the

ion flags. Alth

ctise 1o use arabic nu

numbers,
dih SS Death's He

se of Death’
seen

1o show

would have been us

Death's Head Battalions were presented

five battalion
was presented with a
ough the 4th regiment
Day Rally

imerals for regimental,
e.g. 1/4.55-TV
id Regin

s Head reg

-Standarte
1t “Ostmark”
imental standards.

from the photcgraph repro-
the standard of the 2nd S5§

ent on the standard
ed on the

battalion flag. but a photograph has come to light which shows that

on the battalion flag the battalion

rEgi.'ﬂer.-'_ by Arabic

numerats as Il

1. Parteitag der Ehre.

2. Reichsparteitag, Teil 1 (SS-Dv. RPT

Regimental standard of the 151 SS Death

bayern”. Gilt eagle and binding of aluminit

with fringe, f“ordqrr d tassels in red, cllh.rm"

features in black, white and aluminium.

s Head Regiment

fied by Roman. and the

on page 48

"Ober-
n wreath : scarlet flag
ium and black : all other




e i R St el -, g~ g 5 e e

Believed to be

Regiment Brandenb

the

stancarg

Lrg

The colour of the §5-Heimwehr Danzig, presented 1o the

battalion by the Gauleiter of Danzig, Albert Forster. at the
Danzig Maifeld on Friday 18 August 1939. Scarlet flag
fringed with aluminium  all other features black, white or

aluminium
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SS-FAHNENSPIEGEL UND STANDARTENBALKEN
Flag patches and standard crossbars

SS-Totenkopfsturmbann |
SS-Totenkopfsturmbann |1
SS-Totenkopfstu--"rﬂba.".n i

55-Tote

SS-Totenkopfsturmbann V

SS-Totenkopfstandarte 1
| 11 & Il Battalions

S5S-Totenkopfstandarte 2

[ 11 & Il Battalions

S5-Totenkopfstandarte 3

Battalions

SS-Totenkopfstandarte 4

| 11 & Il Battalions

kopfsturmbann IV 7

“"Oberbayern™
“Elbe”
“Sachsen”

Ostfriesland

“Brandenburg”

“"Oberbayern”

“Brandenburg

“Thiringen”

“QOstmark”

APPENDIX 1
The Chief of the SS Main Off

Nr. 014§ 6

Berlin the 9th March 1936

i

o)
Ll

Subject: §S Guard Formation insignia

Ref: Verf. IA/O Nr. 01294 of the 18.3.35.
Distributor V

A) Collar patches: Worn on the r ght collar patch by:
the SS Death’ Hf.-nz:f

an aluminium embroidered death’

1) Members of companies (Hundertschaften),

ead with underneath the numbe

of the company (arabic numerals 1 to 25)

2) Members of the battalion staff. an alu‘w-‘ um

underneath the numt

of the battalion (roman
3) 5SS leaders up to and incl. the rank of $S-Ostubaf. on the st:
aluminiu

camp commandant, an m embroidered death's

underneath the letter K.
4) Non-commissioned ranks on

the staff of a camp commandant, ar

aluminium er

and on the lower right
badge (Raute} with an aluminium embroidered death’s head, The
badge is edged in aluminium-black twisted cord.

5) Members of the medical battalion, an aluminium e

head with underneath the letter S,

S leaders who are gualified doctors also aear on

5]

sleeve the existing four-sided an alu

badge (Rat
embroidered Aesculapius rod

N.C.O.'s and men of the Medit

al Battalion qualified as orderlies we
on the lower left sleeve the existing four-si Raute) with

| ! s | Le b ~ e A A e § g
Dlack silk embroidered Aesculapius rod.

=

Members of the staff of the Leaders of SS Guard Formations,
aluminium embroidered death’'s head
the rank of 55-5taf. and abo

imandant or serving with the battalions w

Leaders with

c wa

on the lower left

r-sided badge (Raute) with an aluminium embroidered

head. The badge is not edged.

death's




B) Armbands: worn with aluminium stripes

1

2)

3)

Mermbers of the camp commandant's staff and the SS Guard
Formations wear armbands with the following inscriptions:

Camp Armband
Dachau Oberbayern
Esterwegen Ostfriesland
Lichtenburg Elbe
Sachsenburg Sachsen
Columbia-Cranienburg Brandenburg

Members of the Medical Battalion wear an armband with the
inscription “'Sanitatsabteilung™.

N.C.0.'s and men on the staff of the Leader of the 55 Guard Forma-
tions wear an armband with the inscription “SS-Hauptamt™.

C) Drill and guard dress ;

1)

2)

3)

Members of the 5 Guard Formations wear the earth-brown uniform
with brassard and collar patches when drilling and on guard duty,
In the field the brassard may be removed. Personnel on the camp
commandant's staff may wear the earth-brown uniform on duty.
Sentries on public streets ar squares will continue to wear the black
service uniform. The wearing of the earth-brown uniform as a
walking-out dress is forbidden.

SS |eaders wear the same shoulder straps as the 55-Verflgungs-
truppe cn the earth-brown uniform, but without badges.

N.C.0.'s and men wear plain earth-brown shoulder straps,

SS leaders, SS-Hauptschar. and SS-OberscharfUhrer wear the
regulation knot (Portepee) on their side-arm, Other N.C.O."s wear
the black and white interwoven sword knot (Sabeltroddel). on white
fabric strap with black stripes.

SS men up to the rank of SS-Rottenfuhrer wear a black and white
interwaven sword knot (Sabeltroddel) on black fabric strap with
white stripes.

D) General;

1)

Death’s head collar patches may be obtained anly fram the Leader of

the S8 Guard Formations. The announcements in the “Mitteilungs-
blatt der RZM™ are to be discontinued.

2) The Leader of the SS Guard Formations obtains the collar patches
directly from the S8 Administrative Office against payment.

3) All private manufacture of death’'s head collar patches and the
wearing of the same will be punished by 55 law,

4) The Requisition crder of the Chief of the §S Main Office 1A/10
Nr. 071294 of the 18.3.35, ceases, with the publication of this order.
10 ba valid.

The Chief of the SS Main Office
sgd.
SS-Gruppenfihrer
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APPENDIX 2 APPENDIX 3

Development of the §S Death’'s Head Formations 1935-19371 Overall compc strength of the Head
Formations 19382
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Statistiches Jahrbuch der SS der NSDAP, 1937, p. 51 Statistiches Jahrbuch der SS der NSDAP, 1938, p. 79
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ERRATA & ADDENDA (Second Edition)

Page 1 Second para, line 2: the first SS-run concentration camp was estab
lished in March 1933
Third para, ling 4 Theodor Eicke became commandant of Dachau
concentration camp inJune 1933, not 1935 as stated ; and OberfGhrer
IS misspelt
The photograph shows Eicke as an SS-Gruppenfuhrer, the rank to
which he was promoted on 11 July 1234 and held until he became
commander of the SS-Tolenkopf-Division with the rank of S§-
Obergruppenfuhrer in Gctober 1939

Page 2 Right column, line 8 the building which housed a holding and inter

rogation centre had been the German office of the American film com

pany Columbia Pictures, but the building itsell was called Columbus

Haus It was guarded by the Prussian Poice

Right column, line 17 should read "Flhrer vom Dienst

Line 7' should read "KL mil S5-Totenkapfsturmbann mit

Line 12 should read '3 Kp Flossenburg/Bayr Ostmark’

The photograph of Karl Otto Koch was taken some time after his pro-

motion to SS5-0Obersturmbanniuhrer on 9 November 1936

Page 6 Line8 should read 'Gerat’

Page 9 Leftcolumn, line B: It now appears that the "W' collar patch was never
issued, and instead one with a double armed swastika motif was
authorised by Himmler in August 1944 (55 WVHA, Amisgruppen
chef D, A V/4 Az Tgb Nr 759/44 Geh,, Uniformensplegel). Al least
one aged 55 guard taken prisoner by the British at Bergen- Belsen
was wearing this collar patch in April 1848, as confirmed by an
Imperial War Museum photograph. See Roger James Bender & Hugh
Page Tavlor, Unifarms, Organisation and History of the Waffen-55
Vol 5, pp 38-39 & 110-112 for wear of this patch by at least one
Latvian
Right celumn, footnote 9: Statistiches Jahrbuch der SS der NSDAP,
1937.p 51
Footnote 32 See also AV/4 Az 23bl2Ma/F Tgh Nr 539,44 Geh.

Page 12 Line 5 should read 'Verstarkten’

Page 13 The photograph dates from prior to Eicke's promotion to SS
Gruppenfuhrer in July 1934
Line 1. Eicke took over command of Dachau in June 1933 and
remained commandant until he became |nspector of Concentration
Camps inJuly 1934,

Page 16 The SS-Obersturmbannfihrer in this photograph is Ritter von Hengl;
see Volume 3, p 11 for portrait

Page 18 Line 12 should read ‘Kompanie Leiner'

Page 20 Left column, third para: heading should read! 'SS- Pioniereinheit
z.b V. (t-mot.)

In the caption the correct spelling is "SS-Brigadefihrer Schafer’

Page 21 "Trawnikimanner wore a variety of uniforms at ditfernt times. the most

common of which was the field-grey of the Sipo and SD (see Volume

Page
Page

on e

b, pp 27 32). Since the officers were German they wore SS badges
of rank, while non-commissioned officers wore black cloth shoulder
straps with one, two orthree transverse aluminium lace bars according
torank in the Russian manner

Page 26 Line 10 the fust death's head collar patch was miroduced on 31
March 1836 See National Archives microfilm series T-178, roll 155
frame 5047,

Fage 27 Lett column, line 2 should read “Alligemeine-S8 and SS-TV (Ver-
fugungstruppe)’

Page 28 Footnote should read National Archives microfilm series T-175. roll
155, frame nos 268484 97 The document in question is dated 14
June 1937
In the note marked by an asterisk the plural of "Sturm’ should be
‘Sturme': and Totenkoptsturmbanne is misspelt

Page 30 Right column, line 26 - Wiirtembergischen’ is misspelt

Page 34 Left column, footnole 3 The correct sequence of emblems worn on
the shoulder straps was not known when the first edition of this book
went to press. At first there was no emblem; then, from July 1937,
Arabic numerals. until the introduction of Gothic letters in "old - silver
(bronze) for officers, white metal for N.C.Os, and silver-grey
machine embroidery for other ranks. With the formation of the 4th §5
lotenkopf-Standarte "Ostmark” it April 1938 it was decided 1o give
the Gothic 'O to 'Ostmark” and & metal death’s head to "Oberbayern’
By the outbreak of war regimental numbers in Arabic numerals were
once again being worn on shoulder straps. This chranology applies
to the other two regiments, except that they each retained their original
‘B and T regimental eyphers

Page 39 Plater 9, fig 4 this armband was worn by both the S§5-
Verfugungstruppe and the SS-Totenkopfverbinde The difference lay
in the 35 VT version being one word, while that for the S5-TV was
hyphenated

Page 42 Marksmanship badges two examples of these badges exist in private
collections: both are in hallmarked silver. bearing on the reverse the
name of the Munich jeweller and silversmith Otto Gahr To muddy
the waters even further, the author has in his collection a blank citation
far the "S§-Schutzenschnur' (lanyard) designed by P. Casberg No
other evidence has come to light to contirm the existerce of this tvpe
of award
Right column, line 6 should read 'SS-Waffernwart’
Line 7 should read 'Berlin-Lichtenberg’
Lines 18-21 should be replaced by following
‘Field officers (55-Stubal & above) 3 stripes
Company officers (S5-Ustuf -85-Hstuf ) 2 stripes
N.C.Os (Unterfuhrer) | stripe

Page 43 The two knots illustrated are in fact bayonet knols although they are
described as 'Sabeliroddel’ in Appendix 3. p. 49 In passing | should




Page 46

Page 48

mention that extremely good copies of S5 sword and bayonet knots
appeared on the market in 1990

On page 94 of Valume 3 of this serles there is a photograph of a
Standard-bearer s bandolier used by the 55-Verfugungstruppe and
later Watfen SS. 1t s known that the 85-TV used the Allgemeine- S5
pattern, introduced in 1837 Recemly a nummber al Allgemeing-5S
bandoliers were discovered ina Czech film studio, and it is now pos

sible to give tre following description. Whereas the 55-VT1 pattern
was idantical 1o that of the German Army. the Allgemeine- 55 version
had two rows of 1 cm - wide lace of special pattern, with a 1 cm space
hatwean them, which left a 0 5. cm space between the two double
rows of lace. There are no other differences

Right column, line 10 eollar patches bearing the death’'s head and
Arabic numerals ‘27 do exist in private collections

UNIFORM WITH THIS VOLUME

Uniforms of the 8S, Volume 1: Allgemeine-SS, 1923-1945
Uniforms of the $S, Volume 2: Germanische-$S, 1940-1945
Uniforms of the SS, Volume 3: SS-Verfugungstruppe, 1933-1939
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