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comparative prevalence of the
old British superstitions; ol
the rites of Pagnn Rome ; or
of the Christian worship. But,
even at this early period, the
Chureh in Britain partook of
the doetrinal contentions that
in all periods have interfered
with the general reception of
the great fundamental princi.
ples of the religion of Christ.
Whilst the Romanised Brit-
ons were giving a cold and
qualified adberence to the divi.
nations and sacrifices of tem.
ples raised to Diana and Apol.
lo, and eome converts to 1
nobler ereed indignantly cast
away their household deities ;*
and whilst the ancient vota
ries of Druidism were gra
dually adapting themselves ti
a faith, to which, in the doe
trine of a future life and of
supreme judge, their own hac
some faint relation, the dif
ferences of the Romish anc
Eastern Churches about the
celebration of Easter, and the
violent opposition of the Aria
: and the more orthodox creed
penetrated into thcue regions so far removed from the disputes of the grea
(Councils. At a later p&nml the contests about points of doctrine becams
more strenuous; and we may in part attribute to these dissensions the
remarkable circumstance that, during two centuries, the Christian creed wa:
eutirely swept away by Saxon heathendom ; and that not only the names o
Arius and Athanmasius, which were familiar in the fourth century, wer
forgotten, but that the great fact recorded by Chrysostom at the -end of tha
century,—that the Britannic isles had felt the power of the Word, and tha:

* Tha small figures fourd in the bed of the Thames, at London, which are represented in thy
following page, are supposad to have been thrown there by some of the more zealous converts
Christinnity, who thus rejeeted their Penates.
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