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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

By the beginning of the 1920s, New York’s B. Altman and Company,
founded in 1864, occupied an entire city block from Fifth Avenue to
Madison Avenue and from Thirty-fourth Street to Thirty-fifth Street.
Carrying everything from art objects and Oriental rugs to fancy needlework,
the store was noted for its elegance and style and prided itself on its
combination of quality and affordability:

The name of Altman has, from the earliest days of the business,
been regarded as a synonym for integrity, excellence of quality
and efficiency of service. . . . [in addition] the house makes a
special feature of its moderate prices. . . . offer[ing] their goods
at prices that are frequently far below the actual market values.

Chief among the goods offered were, of course, the latest fashions for
women. This collection of pages taken from Altman’s seasonal catalogs
chronicles the change from the post World War I fashions, with hems
hovering just above the ankle, to the knee-skimming “flapper” costumes of
the mid- to late-20s.

In addition to day and evening wear for women, these pages also feature
lingerie and accessories such as hats and shoes, as well as clothing for boys
and girls.
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